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Morhzx Mipxiehr. 


f AY N my laſt, I promis'd to ac- 
gt & quaint you, in a very little 
RY Time, with the Reaſon of my 
abrupt Departure from London: 
As I have at preſent ſome Leiſure on my 
Hands, and in a kind of Gayetee de Cour 


from the Succeſs of my Undertaking, I come 
now to diſcharge my ſelf of that Promiſe. 


pag B You 


I 


A. 


1 
— 


|. 


22 

— 

1 

* 

i 
-Y 5 
7 
kw 
* 

N. 
71 
F 

* 

* 


—ͤ a AE PRIEST 
9 ; , 4 8 . : 


L Aer of an e Nature could 0 
drive me from e Fleaſur of che Town, 


zakerley, and wou'd puzzle 
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Chu the laſt Time I 


Text into half his unmeaning Diſtinctions. 


in this cold Seaſon of the Year ; yes, Fack, 
it was an Intrigue ; nothing leſs than charm- 
ing Woman was my Buſineſs here, a Sub- 
jet, you know, I was always fonder of 


than Cut upon Litrleron, or all dhe / dull 


Reports and Precedents of the wrangling 
Tribe: But one as hard ta underſtand, or 
unriddle, as any Caſe ever was put to Fi- 
| hole 


for-ball) to 


dy of Black-Gowns in We/tmi 


come at the Bottom of her Affair, I mean, 


her Inclinations. 


4 44 a = ® 
—_ 


I met the lovely Sorcereſs/at a Country 
was upon this Cir- 
: She appear'd ſo charming, ſo young, 


| tee lnguiſhing, during all the 


Time of a tedious dull Sermon, that I loſt 
my Heart before the Parſon had ſplit his 


* 3 loſt W before I was 
aware 


} 


(3) 
aware of the Danger, and. paid my Devo- 
tions to this She Saint in inward Ejaculations, 
with greater Zeal and Fervency than ever I 
did to any #0 in my * 


MI neenete hems 
like the Religion of the Laodiceans in the 
Goſpel ; no, it was ſtrong, luſty, and vi 
rous ; I was in the Spirit, and found no I 


in my Members warring againſt the Law of 


my Mind; I was in quite a different Situa- 

tion from the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, my 

Spirit and Fleſh were both of a Mind, and 

had I been lifted up to my Heaven, I ſtood 

in no need of a P>—k in r ee 
mind me of WP 2 


80 add the ine Part of the honor 
15 a kind of adoring Rapture, flattering my 
that I ſhou'd find my Charmer as ſuſ- 
 ceptible of the amoraus Flame as my ſelf; 
for tho' I had treated her in my own Mind 
as a Divinity, yet I was reſdlv d to approach 
her s if u, bf Blatkirang--Blobd, and 
GH B 2 ſhould 
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(4) 


ſhould have been moſt damnably vex'd to. 


have found her Immaterial. But how tran- 


ſttory is all human Joy! and how fleeting 
every Shadow of human Happineſs! I had 


no ſooner made Inquiry who my Miſtreſs 
was, than I found her, by Character, as in- 
acceſſible as a Seraphim, and that I might 
expect to thaw the frozen Ocean as ſoon as 
ſoften, or make any warm Imprefſion upon 


her obdurate Heart. She had baffled all the 


Beau Efprits of the County, and had more. 
Slaves at her Nod than the Grand Seignor 
has'in his Galleys, In a Word, my Friend, 
my' Miſtreſs is nothing more nor leſs than a 
meer Prude : She pretends to hate every 


thing that's Male, and is ready to ſwoon at 


e leaſt Hint that borders on the Subject of 
ocreation, She is delighted with nothing 
that's human, but pretends her Mind is en- 


tirely devoted to Heaven and the nnn 
Joys of . Ae 5 x 


This my 15 was bad G to a 


* Lover, U could not aſſume the 


Habit 


* 


,% 


(5) 
Habit of an ærial Being, or paſs upon his 
Miſtreſs for a Cherub; but, for all that, 1 
was not diſcourag d, there is ſomething in 
my Temper that prompts me to delight in 
hazardous Undertakings; my Heart was en- 
gag d to her carnal Perfections, and I was 
reſolv'd to get the better of the Perverſeneſs 


of her Mind, or die in the "46 


| The Siege was refolv'd on, but how to 
carry it on was the Queſtion : Whether I 
was to proceed by way of Storm, Scalade, 
or Sap, I knew not; but not to keep you 
too long on this Part of my Story, I ſhall 
only inform you, that I try'd all the Strata- 
gems ever was practiced by the moſt expe- 
rienced in the Art of Love-War. I courted 
her @ la mode a Paris, caper d, danc d, ſung, 
- ogled, and flatter d her, but all in vain; I 
was ſtill beſide the Point, and as far from 
taking the Fort as when I firſt lay down be- 
fore it: I changed my Meaſures, grew very 
devout, inſtead of Catches and Love-Sonnets, 
K Hymns and holy Stanzas; I courted, 

her 
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| truſty female Agent, who undertook to bribe 
the Garriſon, or undermine the Out-works 


(6) 


(her out of the Proffice of Piet, and made 
Love to her in the Style of the Me Duty 


of Man, and never mention'd the moſt re- 

mote Hint of the Act of Copulation but in 
the Scripture Phraſe of the old Patriarchs. 
This had no better Effect than the former, 
and, in ſhort, after ſhifting the Scene of 
Action and my Manner of Attack as often as 
poſſible, my Ph: His was ſtill coy, and ſeem'd 


to tale a Pride in the Miſery of a 7 
Lover, LY 


In ituation ek: my Affairs when 1 | 
came laſt up to Town, in the Hands-of a 


by Sap and Cunning. My Negotiator,” af. 


ter three or four Months vain Endeavours in 


my Behalf, | ſent me Word, two Days be- 


fore I left Town, that my Prude was juſt 
gone to a Village about a Dozen Miles from 


her Father's Houſe, to be preſent at the In- 


| lying of an Aunt's Daughter, who kept the 


Crown and Anchor Inn at B—, where - 
the 


„ 
* „ 
* ” Nen 


A 


> 
(7) 


the ſuppos d the might Nay ſome Weeks; 
and hinted, that ſuch a Place might afford 


a better Opportunity of proſecuting niy 
Scheme, than any hitherto had octurr'd, if 


1 would take the Trouble 8 1 net 


nnn as en Accident. 


= ſtruck into my Head, to attack my fair 
Enemy by Stratagem and maſk'd Batteries: 
Iknew, by her Complexion, ſhe was no 
conſtitutional Enemy to the Joys of Love; 
a moiſt Palm, a pretty prominent Noſe, and 
a leering Eye, for all it's devout Aſpect, 


were all Symptoms which promis d me 


Friends within the Fort, if I could give them 
an Opportunity to exert themſelves, in Spite 
of the Out-works of Pride, Religion, and 
the Diſcipline of Education and Cuſtom. 
Therefore, to lull theſe ever-watchful Dra- 
gons aſleep, like Joe, I refolv'd on a Me- 
tamorphoſis, but it was neither into Bulls 

nor Birds, but into ſomething more deceiv- 
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78) 
ing than all theſe, that of a Woman; for By 
Woman, Woman s beſt ce end bag 


You n I have . a rolltable 4 
Face of my own, with very little Hair upon 
my Chin, and as I'm but a little dapper Fel- 
low, I aſſure you, I made no diſagreeable 
Figure in Petticoats. I choſe for my Dreſs 


a blue riding Habit of my Siſter Nancy's, = 
Which fitted me exactly, a Hat, Feather, 


and Perriwig, ſupply'd the Place of Linen, 
and if I had any thing maſculine remaining 
in my impudent Countenance, you know 
the Habit was made rr d NPs 8 and 
WT = olan Ha S159 
| Thus, in an Inſtant, your Friend Dick 
was chang'd into a Damſel, with all the 
Eaſe imaginable ; but J had ſtill ſomething 
about me, which declar'd an Enmity to Pet- 
ticoats, and could not bear to be under them, 
without ſtanding up in Support of the royal 
Prerogative of Breeches. In ſhort, the very _ 

Idea of a Petticoat, * the Infide of 
one, 


(9:3) 


ohe, put that Companion of mine into a 
mighty Fume; and it was ſome time before 
J could perſuade. him that, at preſent, it 

was there, and his Buſineſs to lie down, 


Being my ſelf equip'd, I, and an old Ac- - 
quaintance of the female Sex, who paſs'd as 
my Maid, (tho', God knows, poor Girl, I. 
believe ſhe cou'd not well remember when 
ſhe was one) took Scats in the Stage for B—. 
+ Our Journey was very entertaining, and a 

Journal of it would certainly divert you, as our 
Company conſiſted of a celebrated Methodiſt 
Preacher, a Quaker Girl, a ſtrolling Player, 
and the very Mother Midnight who was to 
officiate at the Inn I was bound for; but 
have not Time at preſent for that Part. 1 
muſt only acquaint you that here I ſcrap'd 
an Intimacy with Mother Midnight, which 
very much contributed to the Succeſs of my 
Attempt, tho” to do the old Woman Juſtice, | 
ſhe never intended me any ſuch Advantage 


from her Converſation. | | wo 
"04 We 


e 
We arriv'd at our Inn, about Six o'Clock 
next Evening, where I found my Miſtreſs 
according to my Intelligence, She acted in 
| ſome Meaſure as Hoſtis; I was introduced 
to her by Mother Midnight, as one ſhe had 
perſuaded to come to that Inn rather than 
le at the Poft Office, for the Time I ſtay'd, 
which, I ſaid, might be a few Days, fince 
I was to wait there the Arrival of a Friend q 
I expected out of the North, My Fair One | 
receiv'd me with great Courteſy, and, as 1 
appear d of ſome Diſtinction, was pleas d to 
keep me Company moſt of the Evening, 
ſapp'd with me, ſaw me to my Chamber, 
went to the little Houſe with me, and aſk'd 
me, when going to Bed, ſome very queer 
' Queſtions, which, it ſeems, are common to 
the Sex. 


I leave you to w_ what a Mixture of 

| - Pleaſare and Pain I was ſurrounded with 
FF during this Interval, and what Sport it af- 
 Aforded meand my Maid Poly when my Mi- 
| | ſtreſs * ; it was well I was ſo con- 
c veniently 


en) ä 
veniently ſupply d with ſomething to quench bl. 
the Flame which'the Turn of Converſation, 3 

ſo new to me, and a thouſand little name·- 
leſs Incidents, had rais d in me, otherways - 
I muſt have betray'd my Diſguiſe, or had 
Recourſe to ſome female Artifice to | ally 
the raging Fire, 


;din Morning my Miſtreſs call'd on me 
before I got up, and it was with ſore Dife 
ficulty I got ſhut of her while I dreſs'd, for 
it wou'd by no Means have been convenient 
for her to have ſeen much of me naked. 
When dreſs d, we breakfaſted with the Fa- 
mily; and, by che Help of Mather Midnight, 
carry d on a Converſation highly *ſeaſon'd 
with double Entendrez which, to my great 
Surprize, I found was no ways diſagreeable 
to my devout Prude: As there was no Male, 
ta her Knowledge, preſent, ſhe laugh d at a 
ſmutty Jeſt, however groſs, with as much 
Glee as any of us; and now and then let us 
to underſtund, tho? ſhe was a Maid, . 
knew what was what as well as her Mother. 
C 2 Th =Y 
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harm · d my ſelf, as having the firſt and ſtrong- 


(12) 
This gave me ſome Hopes of Succeſs, 
dd I was now fully con vinc'd, that I had 
nothing but her Pride and Caution to con- 
tend with, and as I found T had got a large 
Share of her Eſteem under colour of my 
female * en, 


We paſs'd moſt Part of that Day toge- 


ther, and, to gain her Confidence the more, 


1 made her acquainted with a feign'd Story 
of an Amour I was engag'd in with the 
Friend T expected from the North, which 1 
related in æs melancholy and moving a Man- 
ner as T could invent. The Bait took, ſhe 


ſympathia d with me in all the tragical Part 


of my Narration, and congtatulated me on 


the Proſpect, I had hinted, of a happy Con- 
cluſion by Marriage, at this Interview, . She 


omis'd her Aſſiſtance, and, in Return, 
made me a Confident” of all her Love Aﬀ- 


fairs, gave me a Character of all her Lovers, 


and their Pretenſions, with the Place they 
had in her Affections. Among the reſt ſhe 


eſt 


(a3) 
eſt Intereſt in her Heart; but told me, ſhe 
believed me (that is, in my male Capacity) 
a wild young Fellow, and that ſhe. fancy d 
I intended only an Intrigue, and ſhe did not 
Ceare to truſt her Reputation in the Hands of 
ſuch a Mad-cap; for, ſays ſne, My dear 
Miſs, tho' we Women may indulge our 
| ſelves, as we are but Fleſh and Blood, yet 
ſuch is the Rigour and Reſtraint which Cu- 
ſtom has laid on our Sex, that we muſt be 
very tender of our Character, and never 
yield the main Favour but on hondurable | 
Terms, or at leaſt to fugh;who are as much | 
bound to conceal it as we; and, among the 
Men, I find none ſo ſafe to truſt, as the 
Clergy, or the marry'd Men, and even a8 
the World goes now it's not every one of 
the Caſſock Tribe who is to be truſted with 
our Secrets, for they hegin not to be aſham d 
1 of an Intrigue, n to. be en en th 
1 * den of them all. / navng ö 
* ] villa een add: 
e a little; for I began to 


2 -that the Curate of the Pariſh, whom 
$8624 #4 | | ſhe 
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(14) . 
ſhe had named in the Liſt of her humble 
Servants, had been before-hand with me, 
or, at leaſt, ſtood: fair for running down 
the Game, unleſs I put a ſpeedy End to the 


Chaſe, before ſhe return'd to hlQuoner of 


om ty, 


d Eraing on Hoſteſs had ſome 
Symptoms of an ing Labour, and 
Lintimated to Miſs, that I ſhould be glad to 
bo preſent; ſhe promiſed'I ſhould, and all 

faid they would take it as a very great Ho- 


nour; I fat up pretty late, that I might not 
be caught at a Nonplus, and about Twelve 


. An rn to n n 


pen I fit ö ö ah masz W 


| little abaſh'd, notwithſtanding all my boaſted 
Impudence; but the Midwife, by her ee -. | 


Converſation, ſoon relieved me, and ſet all 
the good Women a cackling by her ſmutty 
Jokes, who had fallen into a deep Reveree on 
my belt Appearance, There were five Wo- 
W544 ; . men 


Cw). 
men in the Room, beſides' myſelf and the 
Midwife, three of whom were married and 
pretty much ſtricken in Years; my Miſtreſs 
and a Girl, not much above Sixteen or Se- 
venteen, made * the other two. ; 


The Hoſteſs herſelf e be about 
Twenty-five, of a freſh Complexion, and 
ſeem'd a very agreeable facetious Compa- 
nion. This was her firſt Child; yet ſhe 
was no ways daunted, but waited for the 
happy, but painful, Minute with great Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, which ſhe had much. 
Need of; for tho' ſhe had (as their Phraſe 
is) as good a Time as could be expected, 
yet methought the old Beldam, the Opera- 
tor, treated her with ſo little Tenderneſs, 

the Thought of it, for ſome Time, put 
ee quite out of my Head, and I 
was really more affected with the Scene be- 
fore me than the Women were: Whether it 
is, that they have the Secret amongſt them, 
and know there is not ſo much in it, as they 
would make their Huſbands believe; or it is 
if owing 


* 
o 


15 


(16) 7 \ 
owing to the Thoughtleſſneſs of their Diſ- 
poſition, I know not; but I was ſurpris'd to 
find them ſo little alarm's at the Danger of 
the Object before them, as to be able to 
make merry with her greateſt Agony, and 
curſed them in my Heart for inſenſible 


Brutes. I was aàſſiduous to help the Miſtreſs 


of the Ceremonies as much as I could; and, 


believe me, Jach at that Time I quite for- 
got my own Sex, and found I was more: 


prompted to bear a Part in the Work from 
a Principle of Compaſſion than that of Cu- 


rioſity; and, for Fear of doing Miſchief, : 
omitted many Opportunities of ſatisfying my 
Itch of prying into the ſo critical Secrets of 


_w Fair Sex. 


. | Fs £6 5 | 
- Our Bufineſ was over about Four o' Clock, 
when the good Woman was ſafely deliver'd- 
of a luſty chopping Boy. She was ſoon put 


to Bed, and the Child dreſs'd, after being 


ſurvey'd, and all his Parts deſcanted upon by 
the learned old Women. They found his 
Father” $ _ his Mother” $ Chin, his Un- 
. 5 cle 8 


| omg nw 82 
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mz 
tle's Eyes; and his Aunt's Dimples; arid; iti 
ſhort, made him the Repreſentative of the . 
whole Family, tho' I could diſcoyer no 
Manner of Likeneſs in him to any of them 
I had ever ſeen; and, in Fact, from what 
I learn'd from a Maid in the Family, with 
whom I ſoon contracted ſome Intimacy, this 
| hopeful Babe was but little a· kin to the good 
old Man of the Houſe; but was the Effect 
of ſome Familiarity between her Miſtreſs 
and” the Parſon of the Pariſh; who ſpent 
more Time in the Hoſteſs's Company than 
in reading the Fathers, or the Homilies of 


the Church: But it was catch'd in our Land- 


lord's Net, who was as proud of being a 
Father as a Child is of a new Coat. 


It ſeems it is the Cuſtom among Women, 
that the good Woman is not allow d to ſleep 
for ſome Hours after being put to Bed; ſo 
after we had drank plentifully of Caudle and 
ſome cold Drams to qualify it's Crudities, 
and refreſh our Spirits after the Night's Fa- 
tigne, we all fat down round à good Fire, 

D and 


0 18 ö 
\ and. 'enter'd' into a merry Converſation W 
keep the Woman in the Straw from Reſt, 
which, I'was' fooliſh enough to think, ſne 


dd more than any Thing; but it was 


e P ſure of Mother Midnight that we 


ſhould ſtay to divert her, and we muſt obey; 


To avoid then, ach, the dull Repetition 
of ſhe faid, and I ſaid, and ſo forth, I ſhall 


beg Leave to drop the epiſtolary Stile, and 


put the Heads of this Converſation into a 
Kind of Dialogue; only let me inform you 


of the Names of the Perſons in the Drama, 


that I may e them afterwards Hy 
initial Letters. | 
There was © then Mother Midniet, Who 

is the Heroine of the Play; Mrs. Spintext, 
the Parſon's Wife; Mrs. Tittle-tattle., a 


Grocer's Wife in the Village; Mrs. Norable, 


the Lord of the Mayor's Houſe-keeper, and 


Wife to the Steward; Miſs Maria, my fair. 


Miſtreſs; and Miſs Sukey, Farmer Good- 


chill 's Daughter; and myſelf, whom you 
muſt know under the Name of Miſs Poly. 


bas 1 \* MT 


/ 


— 


|) 


T : » 
- Mot. Mid. How now, Miſs Sukey, 1 think 
1 have not ſpoke a Word all this Night, but 
Iook'd as grave as a Whore at a Chriſtening, _ 
and as much in a Maze as a Dog in a DancC- 1 
ing-School: What ails the Child? Has not — nl 
this Night's Work put, you upon thinking i ſ 
how you was got; or art contemplating t 
what a Pucker your poor Mother was inthe . uy 
Niglit you came into the World? I.remem- B l 
ber it, Child; I had Trouble enough before _ 
I could perſuade you to ſhew your Face in w_— 
the Light, and hope, e' er long, to do as | 17 


much to make a Mother of you, for all your 


demure Countenance ; 1 know, Sutey, by | 5 } 
ſome: certain Tokens about you, you have 3 Fl q 
no Mind to die a Maid. Come, come, be | 3 5 
chearful; and tell us What 0k mg of 1 | 
"OI KP Boy, WN a £13 5 if | 
_ . _— 

11 Ruby, Indeed: F Mrs! Midniche, tou * . g q: | 


me aſham' d, for, I ſwear, I was thinking of 
no ſuch Thing; but I was afraid every Mi- 

nute my Couſin would have died, ſhe cried 
io, and made ſuch: 1 Faces. Em ſure 
* 2 1 


. 


% 


| 7 20 9 
5 I wonder how Women can run ſuch Rifks; 


I would not be married to the beſt Squire of 
the Pariſh, to ſuffer ſo much as ſhe has done 


this worry Es oP dure 1 ſhall never 
RS | 


Mes. Tit. Now Ill be hang'd if you 
would not do the Trick with the 'Squire'g 
Gentleman for half a Word; you need not 
bluſh, Child; we all know the Reſpect Mr. 


| Richard has for you; hel make as good a 
Huſband as any in three Counties, and yout 
find he'll ſerve you fo. handſomely, ' that 


you'll think it well worth your while to 
ſuffer much more than my Neighbour has 
done, DOI TAY 192%. | Nett 


Mrs. Spin. Ay, ay, Mrs. Tittle-taittle;] 


Mr. Richard is a rare well-made Man, he's 


ſtrong built and ſtout limb'd; I warrant you 


there are twenty Boys in his Calves; he's 
none of your Spindle-ſhanks : He has a hardy 
Complexion, a Pair of wanton Eyes, and a 


* Ah] Sukey, fuch a Noſe! You Jade 


you, 


* 4 


r & 


=. (az) | 
_ = — | 
3 do a Woman's Heart good to meas 
ſure the Length of it: Take him, you Slut, 
and don't ftand Shilly-Shallying, till ſome 
experienced Widow run e with hins 


. from you, | ) | | j 4 
7 
fair to put Miſs Sukey ſo much to the Bluſh;/ 


eſpecially by telling her Gallant, and giving 5 
his Character fo advantageoufly before others, 8 
who may have as much a Mind for a pro- 
N 2 e nnn 
0 
9 Mis. Noe: Indeed, „ Vg Fah, is. very 
true; Ithink my Neighbours very hard upon 
<> a. poor young Thing, who ſcarce. knows: 
' what's meant by all they have been ſaying. 
God bleſs her, Dear Girlz the may be ſigh-- _ 
ing and longing, and ſhe knows: nat for” 
= and. might think t happy in ane 
not half ſo well een, | 
a i } £34 (88 
Min - wb 


F 
2 7 
* 


£ 22 ) 
Mot Mid. Indeed ſo AN de a 


1 ; but, III pawn my Life, ſhe would 
ſoon learn to know how many Inches goes to 


a Tard, as well as the beſt of us; for, 6 


my Conſcience, the young Things of this | 


Generation know more than their Grand- 
mothers did at double their Age; I wonder 
how they come by their Knowledge, {ure it 


t 80 be the n that teaches * 


Mrs, Tit. 1 W Devil! Pho, the Devil 
never troubles his Head about them; no, it's 


the Men that teaches them: They know if 


» 


once a Woman gets into their Heads a Scent 


of: any Thing, ' eſpecially of a good Thing, 


the Devil. can't put it out again, till they 


get that, or ſomething like it, into their 
Tails. They take Pains betimes to drop 
ſuch Hints in Converſation,” which whets a 


young Girl's Curioſity; that once ſet a- gog, 


they teaze their Maids or Mothers, till they 

have got at the Bottom of the Secret; and 
then it's the Man's Fault, if, in a little Time, 

ba does not grope for the Bottom of theirs. 


Miſs 


. 
* — —— 


. 
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3 44 23 7 | 
Miſs Pally. Ay, and grope long oeh, / 
nnn, | 
„ e ee 
Sn her Head. | 
5 
Mes. Not: 1 find: eee e he - 
long Line to plum the Bottom of your Well, 
but that ſhows you a Novice in the Trade 
my. Neighbour Midnight will give you a 
better Leſſon; and, as far as my Experience 
can reach, ſix or ſeven Inches will do as 
well, as one tht could b; betwirt this 


Tat in Bed God bleſs 3 you, 4 Weigbbous 
give over your Diſcourſe, and let me have 
ſome Reſt; if you were all as much in 
Want of it as * your Clacks e not 
EB 0 
Mor. Mid. Youll have-Reſt by and n 
but you muſt have none yet a while; here, 
Miſs Sukey, hand me the Bottle, that I may 
give her a little Cordial.—Ay, drink it off, 

Child; 


TR 9 
; it willdo your Heart good. Coche, | 


here! s to you,” Mrs, Spintext, the Parſon's 


Health; God bleſs him ! he's a good Soul, 


and bears his Age purely,—Let's all talce a 


little Sup of the Creature; we have wrought 


hard this Night, and, thank the Lord, we 
SO tn Maples ee 


| Mes. Spin. T'll pledge you, Neighbour; 
with all my Heart; the Night is monſtrous 
cold ; a Dram of right Nantz is an excellent 


Cordial. But, Mrs. Notable, I think you 
Was juſt now ſaying; that ſix or ſeven Inches 
would do as well, as a Stick that would | 


reach *twixt this and Lambeth. Now I dif- 
fer with you widely; for I take it; that leſs 
than ten can never carry a Man over any 
thing of a grown River ; indeed, if he is to 


paſs a green Brook or ſo, the Length 'of 
your Staff may do, and then but indifferent 


ly; and I appeal to my Neighbour Midnight, 


e E 


* 


7 


—— — ! 
_ - — —— 2 — NDS E 


3 1 

Mes, Net. Indeed, Mrs. Spintes?t,. 1 am 
afraid, you. meaſure other People's Corn by 
your own Buſhel, which, you know, may . 
not be fair; for, if your Veſſel be ſtaved, or 1 
if thege is a Hole in the Bottom, there is no 
Wonder if you think my Staff too ſhort ; 11 
t, if it is ſound and as it ought to be, I'll = 1 
lay Five to One, that yours is not found too | 
long, nor mine too ſhorts and this I appeal == N 
to the; who certainly may. kriow as well as 
any of us, and lat het give bee 


" * * \ 
nn. a * # 3 * : i + j — « # —_ — „„ & # * 
1 g 


NI. Tit.) Da, Mother, 5 ede as 
important Queſtion; I have heard it often 
ſtarted, but never fally decided; theſe young 
Things, who have their Market, to makes 
r be allied by your Dieu, 


** 
a 
—— — 
. h ˙ prongs. Le 2. de LE. 
* v % - — 2 — — * 
. + 
” — * 4 * * — 
—— — 


MiG Polh. Lore | but I'm | 
ifraid we muſt buy our Wares, by the Sam- 
ple, if not depend entirely upon Chance, 
for I don't find Staffs are expoſed, when their 
Owners are ſet up/to Sale, 


- | Att, 


_ A Fa * | . 
—_ | 1 
„ 8 A ** * 
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” Nor. Mid. No more they are, Child, "wy 

[ there are Ways and Means to come at the 
Nature of the Commodity with tolerable 
Certainty; and, I can tell you, it's pretty 
much the Faſhion, efpecially among People 
of Rank about the Metropolis, to have a. 
Specimen. before-hand, and purchaſe upon 
Hiking; but, I can tell you, when TI have 
Time, ſome certain Signs, by which vou 
may judge of the Qualities of any Sugar- 
Cane you may have a Mind to buy; but in 


95 * the mean Time I ſhall p to diſcuſs 
r Mrs. Spintext's Queſtion: But let's do no- 
. thing raſhly, let's drink firſt Here's your 


+ 1 Health, Miss Polly, a good Huſband to you, 
and quickly; it's Pity ſuch a fine buxom 
poung Lady as you ſhould' He e alone: Ah! 

8 | vou Rogue you! I warrant you'd try his 


Metal the firſt Night, and lay him Gann: 
ut your F ect in the Twinkling of a Bed-Poſt. 
i Thoſe roguiſh Eyes of yours tell me, you'll 
1 find Flint if he finds Steel, and the Devil's F 
1 ene But keep 
| Time, 


5 7 
Time, Ruch, 3 chere are no Boys or oi. 
in the Caſe A. 5499 as 411 

: * . 

Mes. Noe. * ſhe * Wee 2 
Minute, and take care not to ſpoil in the 
Morning what ſhe does. at Night; dae 
| Mother, to the Queſtion, l l 


«„ 


| Mor, Mid. With all my Heart, Neigh- 
bours; I ſhall tell you all I know of the 
Matter; but it's a hard Queſtion to decide, 
for, between you and I, there is much to 
be ſaid on both Sides, and perhaps both of 
you may be in the right; but I muſt give 
my Voice for the Seven, and, I believe, I 
have the Votes of moſt of the Men in the 
Iſland on my Side; for, I believe, pn a ge- 
neral Survey, there may be more Sugar- 
Canes of that Size, and under by much, 
than are above it. And, I fancy, it ſtands 


to Reaſon, that one of that Dimenſion is as 


a capable to anſwer all it's Purpoſes as a May- 
Pole; for, let me tell you, Madam Spintet, 


a ind n requires much Strength to raiſe 
1112 E 2 1 


We and more to keep it im a due Pofition, all 


that lyes | the Beauty of the Thing, and the 


* 
. U 


0 


give it it's proper Motion; and, I think, in 


Pleafure of the Uſe of it; for what fignifies 


a great lubberly Machine, which moves but 
ſlowly, and muſt be propt like an old 


Houſe, or ſplinter'd like a broken Leg to 
keep it from falling. Did you ever ſee a 


Man ride a Journey upon a Coach-Horſe, 
or run a Race with a Pack-Horfe. No; if 
4 Man goes a Hunting, he has 4 tight little | 
Tit, fit for Action, that can ride up Hill 
and down Hill, backwards and forwards and 


every way, without being ſoon jaded ; your 


true-metal'd Hunters will bear a World of 
Fatigue, when a great lubberly Monfter jades 
before Half the Journey's over. I know 

| moſt Ladies, who all now wear Sticks, are 


fond of a the- corner d Triſh Cane; but, 


take my Word on't, the knowing Ones are 


better pleas'd with a Tbriire Hunter of a 


middle Size, which I take to be ſeven; or, 
_ at moſt, eight Inches, that is, rs os 
Sep bas which, A 


will 


— 
1 


. 


(29) 8 
will wear well and give all imaginable Satis- 
faction. But I'll give'you' a ſtronger Reafon 
than all this to believe what I ſay. | 
conſider the Nature of the Caſe they are, 
commonly put in, it's natural Dimenſion is 
three, or, at moſt, four Inches; it may, 
it's true, upon extraordinary Occaſions, be 
ftretch'd to ten or twelve, but that is tod 
great a Stretch, and is apt to take away from 
the Pleaſure of the Motion : Now ſeven or 
eight Inches of a good Sugar-Cane dilates it 
moderately, and leaves every Thing in the 
State Nature defign'd them; therefore what 
Mrs. Notable advanced, with great Judg- 
ment, is true, that Ten may not be found 
on Occaſions too long, nor Seven too ſhort; 
and, it's my * in al Caſes the Mid-- 
| wy is beſt. 


Mis. Spin. Well, Make, 1 binge * 
your Judgment; but I think you allow me 
one Inch more than ſhe ſpoke of, and, you 
know, an Inch in a Man's Noſe is à great 
geal; and I would not willingly Joſe an Inch 

Ro” | 819 of 


3 


(39) 
of a good Cane, eſpecially as, vou know, 
ye muſt always allow for an Inh Or x an 


out. of Uſe, : 54% "12931 GL. 233 18-0 r. 


# i 


Mik — Right Madam, I never — 
cied you would part with any Thing you 
thought good; but pray let us have done 
with your Length and Breadth, for I'm ſure 
it's Time, for * e to go to ſleep. 


F 


* 


Mer. Mid, Right, Child; bow cunningly | 
ſhe mentions Bread th, to put us in Mind we 
have not ſpoke one Word of it, tho' very 


a material; but, as you ſay, it's Time to go 


to. reſt, I ſhall leave that, which was no 
Part of the former Queſtion, to be the Sub- 


; Af another kenne. 8 


By this Time, 1 Gen: Fork. Jana 


wearied of the old Women, and their Con- 


. - 
— 5 P 
* - Etter. » 8 ” Fr "i; "7 ot 
£ - & % * — 0 bu : = . . - 
- 4 0 
. 
x 


verſation, which 1 have greatly abridg'd; 
and its Time to conclude the Scene and * 


tha 


Know 


BW * 
Know then, that my fair Miſtreſs raids 


a Pr opoſal to me to be her Bedfellow for F the - 


Remainder of the Night, or rather Morning; 
for it was now about Siæ O'Clock. My 
Heart beat the Alarm at the Motion, which 
1 immediately cloſed in with, truſting to 
Fortune to ge me in N re Pro 


| E oh 14 2010 f tris 3A 
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We were aas to a Chamber; from 
which I diſiniſ'd the Maid, and lock d the 
Door, reſolving to have no Interruption: 
Miſs Maria begun to undreſs, and diſcover's 
Charms which would have fiibdued am Af 
chorite, and made him break his Vow of 


Celibacy: I was in fo great a Perturbation! 


of Spirits, that I had not # Word: to utter; 
Maria begun the Converſation, with Well 
Mits, theſe areftrange old Women; Ithought 
their Clacks would never have done! The 
Devil take them and their Diſcourſe," they 


have raised ſuch a Combuſtion within me, 
that if Mr. P=— (meaning your humble 
5 was * I'm afraid he would find 


-. this 


- 


* , 
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( 32 "Oi 
this the critical Minute : If he was, r reply'd 
I, with ſome Heſitation, I'm afraid you 
would change your Mind, and get into your 
very virtuous Attitudes again, No, fays ſhe, 
Tm afraid I ſhould not; but hang him, let's 
raiſe no more Devils, but rather think of 
ſome Way to lay thoſe already conjur'd up: 
At theſe Words, while ſhe was rummaging 
in a Drefſing- Box for ſome Night-Cloaths; 
I caft my Eyes on the Image of Manhood, 
an Ivory Subſtitute of Virility, which aſto- 
_ niſh'd me prodigiouſly. I had often heard 
of ſuch * Things, but little expected to find 
one in the Hands of ſo young a Creature, 
ſo compleat a Prude, 7 27 Country Girl 
too. The Sight of it raid d a thouſand odd 
| Emotions in my Breaſt at once; but this ſhe 
perceived not, and I quickly recovering ny 
_ Sunprize, it immediately ſtruck into my 
Head, that this Incident might not a little 
facilitate my Deſign. I ſnatch'd up the al- 
- luring hnplement, and laughing, ſaid; Come, 


Conrage Maria, here is at leaſt ſome Kind 
of Comfort; now, if „rde Bed quickly, a 
1 


Gil 


—_ 


C33) 
"i Mall uſe this ſo artfully, that you; ſhall not 
know the Difference *twixt me and Mr., 
(naming myſelf) nay, I'll be hang'd, if Mo- 
ther Midnight herſelf may hot be; deceived 
by good Management, forall her Knowledge 


in Manhood. Miſs Maria ſeem'd at firſt a 
little chagrinꝰd at my diſcovering her Inſtru- 
ment; however, ſceing-that I Was not diſ- 
concerted, the laugh'd it off; but we ſoon 


came to ſo good an Underſtanding as to it's 
Uſe, that ſhe expteſs d great Satisfaction at 
the Promiſe I made her, and told me, the 
would call me Mr. to help the better to 


carry on the Deceit. Come then, my Dear, 


ſays I, make haſte to Bed, leſt you change 
your Mind; for as IL am) to petſonate your 


Lover, I'm afraid you may intend to jilt me. 


No; no, my Dear, reply'd the, Ell be true 
to myſolf this once, and, by my. Diſpatch, 
ſhew you the Reſpect I have even kor the 

Repreſentative of Mr. F.; with that ſhe 
haſtily got into Bed. I put out the Candle 
and ſoon followed, claſp'd her fuſt in my 
— and ſcarce permitted her to draw 

F . 


(34) Fl 


Breath, Peſtzre ſhe might know. the Di#- | 


ſerence between Mr. F— and a poor paſ- 


five inſenſible Implement.hleſs me! ſays 
ſhe, “ What!“ She had not Power to aſł the 
Queſtion, but was immediately convincd 
what Sort of a Bedfellow ſhe had got. Great 


was her Confuſion, but not ſo great as to 
ſpoil our Sport; ſhe had gone too far to re- 
cede. However we ſoon found Leiſure to 


come to an Explanation of the Myſtery. 


She would have upraided me for deceiving 
her, but I effeQually ſilencd herę by ob- 


ſerving; that ſhe had no Reaſon to complain, ' 


ſince I had furniſh'd her. with the Means of 


* * 


gratifying thoſe Inclinations ſhe could not 


now conceal, in a Manner, 1 thought, leſs 


ſinful, and indiſputably more natural;:than 
thoſe I preſumed ſhe heretofore had Re- 


courſe to. In ſhort, it was, as, you may 
ſuppoſe, all Circumſtances conſider d, no 


difficult Matter to gain her Pardon. For 


what with her Conſciouſneſs that ſne had 
| betray d her whole Soul to me} and What 
_ * ſupetiour Pleaſure I gave her, in 


1 Com- 


Miſs ao 


ER (35) 

Compariſon with what ſhe had been uſed ta 
Nap from her Ivory Subſtitute, ſhe at length 
frankly own'd, that I was a-much more 
agreeable Bedfellow, as Mr. F—, chan as 


d . 
I had more to add, but as my Letter is ex- 
tended to ſo enormous a Length, and as I have 
carried you thro' this laſt Scene, which is 
better imagin'd than deſcrib'd, I ſhall refer 
the further Particulars of this Amour till 
another Opportunity offers; only I muſt ac- 
quaint you, that I am ſtill in Petticoats, and 


have had more than one Affair with the Fe- 


95 


males of this Part of the World; nay, and 
have done ſome Execution among thoſe of | 
my own Sex. 


; Jam, Ge. | 
B, May 25, 1747. 
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Suppoſe my laſt Letter quite ; 
tir'd you before you got to the 
End of it; but, however, I 
imagine you read it with greater 
Pleaſure, than you would a Bill 
in Chancery of the ſame Dimenſions, eſpe- 
— as it contain d the Verdict of a Jury of 
3 Matrons 
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5 Matrons upon a very important Pc oint, = 


juſt a1 neceſſary Limits of an i Mem- 


Jow far the Ladies of our great Metro- 5 
polis may be pleas d with the Sentence pro- 
nounc d, I know not, but I believe the Gre- 
cian Youths frequenting our .Inns of Court, 


and the Coffee-Houſes about Temple-Bar, 


may fancy their Shrines in anger, and en- 


deavour to raiſe a Party againſt Mother Mid- 
night's Verdict, which ſeems direttly aim'd 

at the Deſtruction of that tyrannical Domi- 
nion they have uſurp'd | in all Corners of the 
City, meerly upon the Bulk, not the Strength, 
of their Parts, upon the Quantity of meer 
inactive Matter, without any Regard to the 
Quality of the Metal: For Mother Mid- 
night has very rationally diſtinguiſh'd be- 


tween a Coach Horſe and a fine uſeful Hun- 


ter, and affign'd ſuch philoſophical Reaſons 
in Behalf of moderate Members, that I ex- 


pect ſhe may receive the Thanks of the Roy- 


al Society for her learned Diſſertation, and 


that a Statue of ſeven or eight Inches may 


be erected to her Memory, in one of the 
vacant.Niches in the Roya] Exchange, ſince 


| the, like ſome other of the Marble Patriots 


who inhabit that Manſion, has done all in 
her Power to reſtore Engliſh Members to 
their priſtine Eſteem and Reputation, and to 


reſcue 


| 


r 
reſcue them from the Tyrar 

ſion of Greeks, Jews, and In. 
- Means the natural Longings of t. 
may he ſtay d by the Product of 
\ Country, and diſconſolate Widows ma 

ſupported by a Stick of true Engh/þ Oak, * 

and not oblig'd to ſpend their Subſtance on Wa 
foreign Baubles of an enormous Size but bad W — 

Metal. In a Word, Jack, I expect from _— 

' hence forward that the Sons and Daughters | 
; of England ſhall be born and begot of Eng- nb 
| liſb Parents, which may be one Means of . an 
reſtoring us to the Virtue and Spirit of our | 
Anceſtors, and our Blood to its antient Pu- _ 
' rity, which to me appears tainted with all! 
the Froth, Vanity, and Vices of every Na- _ 
tion under the Sun. Ine N e my 
But hang this laſt Reflection, it's too graovte 
for my preſent Purpoſe, therefore I'll not .. 
purſge it, but proceed to entertain you with *., 
my Adventures in Maſquerade, in which I 5 
ſhall not promiſe to obſerve a very exact Or- 1 [ 
der in the Narration, but deliver them as | h 
they occur to me, with the ſame Freedom 

I would if I were preſent with my Friend. 
To begin then where I left off: The laſt / 

Scene was in Bed with my charming Prude, 

where I only drew the Curtain over thoſe 
Joys which. no Words can amply expreſs, 
but which one of your amorous Complexion 
| can 


> 
- 


: (6) 

magine. Suppoſe us then 
Hus Rliſs, claſping and claſp'd 
20 s Arms; the chiding, ſighing, 
- . a Complaints, intermingled 
© nd Careſſes of the amorous Maid and 
- aul conquer'd Swain; ſuppoſe this, and 
a thouſand nameleſs Somethings that add? 
Significance to the important Buſineſs of 
* Love, and at laſt, when you are wearied 

wiuoͤith imagining all, yqu may; if you will, 
fancy your Friend drown'd-in ſoft Slumbers 

in her Snowy Boſom, encircled with her 

Ivory Limbs, that twine voluntarily round 

his now lifeleſs Members ; and after you 

have given me a few Hours Repoſe, you 

may awaken me to Love and Beauty, and 
#1 bring me freſh and vigorous to the Morning 
4.18 Charge; all this I fancy will be no hard 
Matter for you to ſuppoſe, without my tel- 
= ling you any thing of the Matter; you know 
or. me too well to believe me lluggi in theſe 
Affairs, or that I left any Means untry'd to 

convince my Maria of the infinite Diffe- 
rence between me and my inanimate Rival, 

= which I aw the next Morning, with bluſh- 

ing Ceremony, committed to the Flames. 
J exulted in the Deſtruction of that Enemy 

| of our Sex, and gaz'd with Pleaſure on the 
: devouring Element, which deſtroy'd it in a 
mort _ of Time; for I aſſure you 1 


could 


7 


(7) 
could not-before look upon it without ſome 
Degree of Envy. And ſure no body ever 


before form d fo whimſical a Wiſh as I did | 


that Morning, viz. that if the Doctrine of 
the Mwempſychoſis had been true, that it 
might be the Fate of my Spirit to inform, in 
It's next Tranſmigration, the Body of one of 
theſe Implements. Whata delicious Thought 
was this, you Rogue! how many Cuckolds 
thould 1 make in that Figure, more than 
I'm able to do in my own proper Perſon ! 
how many Maidenheads might I take, and 
to how many warm Widows might T afford 
 Comfgrt, without one Grain of Scandal? 
Oh! to be hugg d, handled, fondled, ca- 
rels'd and put with their own fair 
Hands, and to find them yield to the: Dic- 
tates of glowing Blood and ſtimulating Na- 
ture, without that Reſerve and Coyneſs they 


ſometimes aſſume in the midſt of even the 
warmeſt Joys, when a Man's in the Caſe! 


This is a Thought ſufficient to put Heat in 
the moſt frigit} Conſtitution, and endue with 
Vigour the moſt impotent Mortal on Earth. 

Bat: I have done with the damn'd Tool, 
and wiſh all that are in England were burnt 


at Charing Croſs, Im ſure it would contri- 


bute more to the honourable Trade of Cu- 
kold-making, and the polite Entertainment 


M 55 5 than all the Laws | in being. 
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3 
or even the Society for Reformation of Man- 
ners. I wonder the honeſt Rakes don't join 
to petition the Parliament againſt the curſed 
Practice, or that the Whore-maſters, in a 
Body, do not ſtand up for the Privileges of 
their Country, and claim it as their undoubt- 
ed Birth-right, to make all the Cuckolds, 
and take all the Maidenheads, that are made 


and loſt in the Iſland; whereas it is well 


known, that five Parts of ten of our young 
and old Ladies are oblig d to the Turner 4 
what Comfort they have in that Way: 

ever, my Fair-One has forſworn them; Sd 
has promis d to preach againſt them to all 
her female Acquaintance, ſo that I'm in no 
Fear of ſuch a Rival at preſent. 

But I'm afraid my new Miſtreſs is troubled 
with ſome jealous Crotchets, which is a Diſ- 
poſition I don't at all like in either Miſtreſs 
or Wife: It argues a Meanneſs of Spirit, 
which I wou'd have her free from. I 
diſcover'd it before we got up the firſt 


Morning; ; for ſhe aſk'd me, after the Hur- 


ry of our Morning Oriſons were over, if, or 
not, my Attendant was what ſhe appear d to 
be, a Maid; or the ſecond Part of myſelf, 
a Sofia to Jupiter in Maſquerade ? I told 
her, as to her being a Maid, I could aſſure 
her ſhe was none to my Knowledge for ma- 


ny Years, but that ſhe was really of the Fe- 


75 minine 


(9 


mMinine Gender, a aA meer Woman, In a 


I let her know ſhe was no better than a Girl 


of the Town wich whom I had ſome Inti- 
and then, when my Miſtreſs was 
pleas'd to be more virtuous than my Conſti- 
ation could diſpence with; that I had ex- 


macy now 


perienced her Prudence, and choſen her as an 


Aſſiſtant in this Deſign, and ſhe needed be 


under no Apprchenſion as to her diſcovering 


our — — ſince I could make it her In- 
tereſt to keep the Secret, which ſhe had na- 


turally as 1 N an Incligation to do as any 
Women can have. 

She continued ſome Time * ſome 1 
eaſineſs about her being in the Power of ſuch 
a Creature; but I at laſt pacify'd her; tho I 
could not, for a long Time, make her be- 


lieve, that it was — 6 for any of the un- 


happy Girls of the Town, to be poſſeſs'd 
of any one good Quality. She 8 


againſt them for their more than brutiſh Im- 
pudence, and would ſcarce allow them any 
thing in common with her Sex. As I have 
perhaps more Compaſſion for the hard Fate 
of that Claſs of Females than moſt Men, and 
beſides that it was my Intereſt ſhe ſhould. 
put ſome Confidence in Mrs, Nancy, I be- 


came Advocate for the unhappy Girls, and 
told her, that they were not ſo abandon d 


as the imagin'd; - that moſt of them "Ew 


27 8 | ra 


mY 


1 $55 
rather Objects of Compaſſion than Hatred, 
and made a Trade of Love, not ſo much from 
the Viciouſneſs of their Principles, as out of 
meer Neceflity ; which perhaps a Weakneſs 
incident to the Sex in general, he Treas! - 
chery of ours, had expoſed them tb, and the 
Tyranny of Cuſtom and morofe Virtue con- 
tinued them in. 1 

How, fays ſhe, Virtue cg: 
in Vice and Wickedneſs | it's impoſſible; all 
virtuous Perſons would rather encourage 
them to reform, and by their future Conduct 
make ſome Amends for the Scandal which 
their Baſeneſs has reflected upon the Sex.“ 
No, reply'd I, my dear Maria, you are miſ- 
taken; the Virtuous, as you call them, are 
the only Hindrance to the Reformation of 
common Whores, for they look upon them 
with ſo little Charity, that they conclude it 
impoſſible they ſhould remain honeſt, and 
- conſequently will neither help them to re- 
form, nor employ them when they have 
attempted it: No honeſt Woman will care 

to take a Servant from Lane, tho 
poſſeſsꝰd of all the virtuous Inclinations of a 
voluntary Nun, or employ her in the meaneſt 
Offices about her Houſe; will not, though 
obliged by the Ties of Blood and Kindred, 
be ſeen to converſe with or give her the leaſt 
Countenanee, in any Shape whatever: * ; 
To $248 4 8 : a n 


— 


— 


then muſt the r Creature do, — ſtarve? 
No body can atarily do that! She is wil- 
ling to earn her Bread, but none will em 

her: Is it not natural then far her to have 
Recourſe ta thaſe whom her Vices have made 
her Friends, and whoſe Study ons. Intereſt 


it is to make the moſt of her roſtitution ? 
And in this Pit, once they are fallen, they 
muſt continue, till Diſeaſes, Infamy, and 
Want, puts an End to their wretched Being. 
I know all of them, when once they are 
become common, are as much Strangers fo 
the Pleaſure of Enjoyment, as the molt rig 

She alive. The Dread of a loathſome = 


temper, to which, they are continually, ex- 


pos d; the brutiſh Behaviour of every Ruf- 


tian, to whoſe nauſeous Embraces they are 


obliged to ſubmit 7 the Extortions of the 


 Bawds and Pimps; the Terrors of the Night» 
Magiſtrate ; the Colds, the Heats; and num- 
berleſs other Evils, to which they are liable, 


robs them of every Thought that can give 
Pleature to the Mind, or Senſation to the 
Body: They go on in the dull Repitition 


of the meer Act, in which they e 


ve Machines, and Seen it the 


cind of Drudgery). 
And is it not, my dear Maria, ſufficient o 


raiſe Compaſſion in every tender Breaſt, to 
m9 ur F ellow-Creatures plunged irretriev- 
4 B 2 ab, 


into ſuch an n 6 "of guilty Miſery? 
Eſpecially, when we know the 4inhappy 


— 
— 


Perſons deſerve a better Fate, and by their 


Birth and Education perhapsentitled to ev 8 
Comfort the World affords. I know-ꝗ ſors, | 

that beat the Rounds from Charing-Croſi"to 
Ludgate, who can reckon Coronets for their 
Kindred, and have had tvery natural Per- 
fection that adorns the Perſons of the Fair: 


But it was that, it was fatal Beauty, which 


betray d them to Mifery, Want, and Infamy. 
Among the many whom T could name as 
Inſtances, how much theſe poor Wretches 
deſerve” cur Cotpaſſion; A ſhall only men- 
tion my Maid Naniy, a ſhort Hiſfory of 


Ions Life may let you into her Character, 


perliaps remove from you any uneaſy 


Neft obs you may have on Account of her 


Knowledge of our Af. i ir. 10 Lein 
Nancy was born not thirty Miles from 
hence, and no doubt you know her Rela- 
tions: She is Daughter to YS. 
ny f. HSE lately deceaſed; and Niece 

Andrew 8 vVho ſucceeded his 
Brother: i that Eſtate. This Girl "ought | 


to en poſſeſſed of it, if her Fathet 
had been as — to forgive the Offences of 


others, as he had Occaſion for ſuch Forgive- 


neſs hinſaf” Her Mother died when ſhe 
Was an ** in a few Years after, the 


- N 


OW 
Bo 
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gene raden ib whoſe Chanda 


doubtleſs y Ou are inted. Vo 1112 9107 
10 The unbappy Girl was about ſeven Year 
of Age when 7% came under the 


ment of tliat Female Ji rage, and was ſoo | 


after! ſent: th London to a Boarding- School, 
her Father having at that Time ſo much Ten- 
derniefs for her as not to allow her to remain 
long under his Lady s Perſecution, She con- 
tinued there till ſhe was about ire. 

her Step-Mother would needs have her 
brought home. She came, and was ſoon the 
Toaſt of the Country. You'may ſee yet, for 


all ſhe has ſuffer'd, what ſhe has been; theres 


fore I need fay nothing of her Perſon; but 
that it was amiable ; and her Wit, and other 
Female Accompliſhiments, were always ready 


to ix thoſe Chains which en dejly 


py on the neighbouring Gentry. -: 

As Miſs Naney grew:in the Eftecra of all 
diho had the Pleaſure of her Acquaintance; 

ſne leſſened daily in the Fayour of her Mo- 


ther · in- law, WBO, tho in the Autumn of 


her Life, fancied ſhe had Charms more wor- 
thy the Attention of Men of Senſe than her 
young Daughter; and was filled with Spleen 
and Revenge to find herſelf neglected when, 
ever Miſs appeared, and only treated as a 
Mother, which ſhe never yet had the Ho- 
our to be. Dept n of * 


en 


when 


6 4 

diſcovered. Iſelf in little Inſtances of I- Na. 
ture and Peeviſhneſs towards the youn 6 
but by Degrees the wrought” herſelf out of 
all Bounds of Decency, and treated tie un- 
happy Girl with all the Harſhneſs. and Rigor 
_ Spite or Malice oould invent: Her moſt in- 
nocent Words, Looks or Actions, were con- 
ſtrued into Crimes; andtho', above the Yeats 
of Chaſtiſement, yet ſhe was obliged, when+ 


ever Madarn took it into her Head, 46 ſubmit | | 


to a good Beating. 
It was in vain to complain. to the Father | 
he was under Petticoat-Government, wh 
durſt not find Fault with any thing done by 
His Sovereign Lady. She had no Relation 
to complain to but her Uncle Sir Andrew, . 
Who, as next Heir to the Squire, did not 
care if Miſs died of the Pi 25 any other 
Diſeaſe, natural or unnatural, it was all one 
to him, fo the was but out of che Way | 
which he hoped the Mother. in-law would 
_  foon effectuate by ſome Means or other: 
Therefore poor Miſs had nothing to do but 
complain in Secret, and wiſh for Death, or 
any thing elſe that would work 'her\Deliver- 
ance, Her Mother- in- law, under Pretence 
of ſecuring her from bad Company, con- 
fined her eloſe at home, and there moſtly to 
her Chamber, not ſuffering ther to be ſeen 
A 
| , 


() 
22 had ſhe been under the Authority of 


| niſh Duenna, or an tahan Huſband, 

the could not have been kept in more dread- 
ful Subjection and Slavery. She continued in 
this State for two Years, very much lamented 
by all her Neighbours, who could allow her 
no other Relief than Pity and ſevere Execra- 


tions againſt her Tyrant-Mother. In the 


mean Time, her Father received ſeveral Pro- 
of Matriage from young Gentlemen 


of ſuitable Birth and Fortune, but his Go- 


verneſs always: found means to check every 


Overture of that kind in the Bud, 9 f : 


that either ſhe ſhould marry an uncouth 
of a Kinſman of her's, Who was the only 
Male 


2 meer Clown in Perſon and Parts, and, ex- 
cepting his erect Figure and Riſibility, had 
little to diſtinguiſh 2 from the reſt of the 


four- footed Kind: Like them he made Love 8 


by Inſtinct, not from any rational Inclination; 
and you may gueſs. how diſagreeable the Ad» 


dreſſes of — * a Monſter could be to a y young 


Lady poſſeſs d of the leaſt Degree of Deli- 


cacy, 8 the ſmalleſt Notion of Politeneſs; 
' eſpecially when you add to this, that the 


Wretch was pretty much in Years, and had 
but a mean and encumber'd Fortune, How- 

| ever, ſuch as he was, the virtuous Step- 
. ; ee Mother 


rmitted to approach the diſconſolate | 
or die a Maid. This Fellow was 


. — . 7 ER 
—— — 
— 


Would rather the w 


(16) 


| | Mother was: determined to palm him 


Mifs at any Rate. The Girl could not Ode: 
ceal her Averſion; and who could blame} 
her? for I proteſt, if I was a Woman, I 


made Addreſſes after his Faſhion, the Step- 
Mother back d them with Threats and ſome: 
Blows, and the Father approv'd their joint 
Proceedings. Miſs held out for ſome Months 
with great Spirit and Reſolution; againſt all 


their Efforts ; but ſuch was the Miſery of her 


Life, that” ſhe had very near reſolved in De- 


; ſpair to marry the Brute, and even prevailed) 


ſo far on herſelf as to behave with ſome Ci- 
vility to him. This Change in her Behaviour 


made them hope ſhe would by D egrees come 


to be wrought on to their Mind, which 
obliged them to give her more Liberty, and 
abate a little of their Severity; but permitt- 
ing her one Day to go to Church with her 


defign'd Huſband, the Indulgence prov'd fatal 


to all their Projects. 


Miſs Nancy's Appearance at Church, where. 8 
of late ſhe had been ſo ſeldom, and the odd 


Figure of her Squire, — d the Attention of 


the whole Congregation, to whom her Story 
- was generally known: They all pitied her 
© as. if ſhe was going to the Gallows, and 
curſed 


1 


Race of Mankind 
ſhould be extinct, than propagate the Species 
with ſuch an Animal. But to proceed: He 


(7 2 
curſed her intended Spouſe and her Steps 
Mothet almoſt in their Hearing. Amongſt 
the -reſt,” a young Courtier, who happened 


to be. in that Part of the Country on a Par- 


liamenteering Project, was ſtruck with the 
Charnis of our young Sufferer, He imme- 
diately learn'd her Caſe, and ſet himſelf 
fpeedily about relieving her, as he called it 
He made a Viſit to her Father the next Day, 
in- —— with a certain Lord, on whom 
the Squire had ſome Dependence They 
ſtaid Dinner, and inſiſted on ſeeing Miſs; 
which could not well be refuſed to Perſons 
of their Rank. She came down to)Dinner, 
and; without any Deſign on her Part, com- 
pleated the Conqueſt ſhe had begun on qur 


young Courtier the Day before. She was 


complimented by the Peer in the politeſt 
Manner, and the Courtier ſaid more gallant 


Things than ever ſhe had heard in her Life, 


except in a Romance, which drew her At- 
tention more to this Gentleman than any ſhe 


had ever ſeen; for he appear d the only 


rational Wenturd ſhe had met with, ſince ſhe 


left the Boarding-School. 


After Dinner they took a Turn in the 


| Gaiden, when our Courtier took the firſt 


Opportunity to ſlip a Billet into her Hand, 


ſtuffed with a thouſand Proteſtations of 


* Honour, m_— for her:Caſe, and 
C what 


(8) 


Means to take her from her Father's Houſe, 

[| 1 and put her out of the Reach of his Reſent- 
i ment, her loath'd Lover's Perſecution, and 
1 : her Step-Mother s Tyranny. 


be as brief in my Narration as 1 can; and, 

» without mentioning the Particulars of an In- 
\-  trigue, which the herſelf may inform you of 
at Leiſure, I ſhall only tell you, that the 
Courtier. play'd his Cards ſo'cunningly, that 

he prevailed on her to leave her Father's 
Houſe, and go with him to London; where 

he impoſed a ſham Marriage upon her, and 

by that Means gained his baſe Ends. When 

he had ſatiated himſelf with Enjoyment, he 
betray'd her to a common Bawdy-Houſe, 
where ſhe had the firſt Notice of bis barba- 

rous Treachery. 

| When ſhe found where he had ſettled 
5 Ray and convinced that himſelf, his Mar- 

=” riage; and Promiſes, were all a Cheat, ſhe 


tent Letter, that a Heart full of filial Aﬀec- 

tion, burſting with. Remorſe for her credu- 

lous Folly, could dictate; but it had no 
Effect: Her Prayers, her Tears, nor the In- 
terceſſion of his Neighbours, could make not 


tion: He abandoned her to Want and In- 
famy, 


i 


1 the leaſt Impreſſion on his obdurate Reſolu- 


what not; concluding with a Proffer to find 


I am inclinable, Maria,* continued L -% 


wrote to her Father the moſt moving, peni- 
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. 
amy, and ſhe was obliged to be brought to 
Bed in a Workhouſe. When ſhe came out 
of that, ſhe applied to ſeveral for Service, 
but none would take her without a Cha- 
racter, which ſhe could not obtain. She 
Could not he in the Street; and at laſt was 
forced to aſk Shelter from the Wretch in 
whoſe Houſe ſhe was firſt betray d, and that 
brought her to continue the Life ſhe has ſince 
led; which, to my Knowledge, ſne as much 
abhors as any Woman in England; and I 
believe, if ſhe was not neceſſitated to do as 
ſhe does, could live in as much Decorum as 
thoſe who make a greater Shew of Virtue. 
„I am glad, replied Maria, to find you 
ſo compaſſionate to: our Sex, and fo ſevere 
on the Treachery of your own: It would be 
. unnatural in me, as a Woman, not to ſym- 
pathize with Miſs Nancy's Misfortunes ; but 
more ſo, as my own Conduct at preſent bids 
me not be too ſevere upon the Folly of 
others: However, as much as I find myſelf 
inclinable to think well of your Favourite 
Miſs Nancy, yet I cannot think of your 
making her your Bedfellow any longer; 1 
muſt therefore inſiſt upon it that you per- 
mit me to take her Place, at leaſt while you 
ſtay here. We 'f * t ct 
I could not help complying with ſo rea- 
ſonable a Requeſt, which made her ſome- 
3 C 2 what _ 
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what more eaſy and inclinable to cultivate a 


_ Friendſhip with Nancy; having therefore un- 
locked the Door, I rung the Bell and Nancy 
appear'd, with a © Good Morrow, Ladies, 


I hope you have reſted well ; it's almoſt Din- 


ner- Time, will you pleaſe to have any Break- 
faſt.” I cannot ſay, replied Maria, that 
we have had much Reſt, for your Miſtreſs 
here is the moſt reſtleſs Creature I ever lay 
with in my Life; I wonder, Nancy, how 
you do to bear with her.” © Oh, Madam, 
Tm uſed to my Miſtreſs, and find her the 


moſt peaceable Bedfellow imaginable; I war- 
rant if you were but to take my Place for a 


Week together, you would not find the leaſt 
Diſturbance from her ; but new Beds and 
new Bedfellows make her always a little reſt- 
| lefs.” © Very well, replied Maria, I find 
| bat I have to truſt to; however, Miſtreſs 
Nancy, I believe I ſhall take your Place while 
your Miſtreſs ſtays here, at which I hope you 
will not be diſpleaſed: You may get us ſome 
Chocolate, but let nobody elſe come in.” 
Me breakfaſted in Bed, and ſoon after 
got up. Miſs Maria went to look after the 
Affairs of the Houſe, and ſaw no more of 
ber till Dinner, when I obſerved a very great 
Alteration in her Behaviour: Her Counte- 
nance had loſt that Chearfulneſs and good 
Humour it was wont to wear ende 
5 an 


| 


— 


) 


Nancy, and related to her the laſt Advices 


( | 


and Melancholy. were viſible in her Looks, 


which ſeem'd to encreaſe/as often as my Eye 


% 


met her's. I obſerved ſomething in all her 


Actions that beſpoke great Trouble and An- 


xiety, which gave me Abundance of Pain, 
leaſt it might ariſe from a Diſcovery of my 


Diſguiſe, by ſome of the prying old Women | 


about the Houſe; but my Uneafineſs was 


encreaſed when the Company left the Room, 


and I approached her with all imaginable 
Tenderneſs, deſiring to be inform'd of the 
Cauſe of her preſent Melancholy : She ſprung 


from my Arms, -and bounced 'out of the 


Room with a Look that expreſs'd the ut- 
moſt Rage. - I would have followed her to 
bring her back, but my Aſtoniſhment was 
ſuch, that ſhe was got into the Kitchen be- 


fore I could recollect myſeltf. n 
L retired to my Chamber, curſing the Ca- 


price of the Sex, and fat down to rumifiate 
in my Mind upon every Circumſtance that 
could produce ſo odd and ſo ſudden a Change; 
but I might, with leſs Study, find out the 
Philoſopher's Stone, or the Square of the 


Circle: After all my Search, I was obliged 
to join with the wiſe Man, and fay, Al is 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. She is a Wo- 


man, and her Ways paſt finding out, at leaſt 
without the Aſſiſtance of another =I call'd 


from 


ow Into my Secrets, — —_— 
an 


22 ) 
from. the Kingdom of Love. She was as 
much at a Loss as myſelf nine the Cauſe 


of this ſudden —— but advis'd me to 
keep my Chamber, and let the Explanation . 


come from herſelf; for if, ſays Nancy, ſhe 


is a true Woman, as by this Turn I take her 


to be no leſs, ſhe will be as uneaſy to let you 
into the Secret, as you are to find it out, I 
followed the Direction of my She-Counſel- 
lor, and employ'd myſelf for the Remainder 
of the Evening in reading Rocheſter”'s Poems, 
which Maria had lent me in the Morning, 
I gave Orders for Supper to- be brought up 

to my Room, and was reſolv'd to ꝓave gone 


to Bed without troubling my Head about 


my capricious Fair One ; for you know, like 


moſt Sportſmen, I'm more in Love with the 
Chace than the Veniſon ; Laſt Night had 


ſtay'd my Longing, and I cannot ſay, Iſhould 
have been ſorry to have hugg'd my Pillow 
for one Night at leaſt ; but my Miſtreſs was 

of another Mind, for about Ten 0 'Clock, 
after Supper, ſhe gave Miſs Nancy the fol- 
lowing Letter directed for me: 


Thou Devil 2 


OR what elſe thall I call. you, as you | 
have uſed the Diſguiſe of a Woman to 


(23) 
RO the Cunning and Deceit of your own 
damn d deceitful Sex to convert them into 
your baſe Purpoſes; and, with the Malice of 
the Devil, you can laugh at the mer * 


you have done, and leave me to curſe 

ſelf and the Hour I firſt ſet Eyes on you : 

How elſe could you leave me to myſelf all” 

this Afternoon, at a Time you 2 on 

Company and Thoughts are the only T 

I in — of; Sor how RY reflect 

without Madneſs on the laſt Night's Tranſ- 

actions, when J baſely betray d the Secrets 

of my Sex, and yielded up my Innocence, 
without a Treaty, or the ſmalleſt Cauſe to 


palliate my Weakneſs ? Had I yielded to 
your perjur d Oaths, or been won by the: 


cunning Flattery of your diſſembling Tris! 

I had not fallen alone; I could have pleaded 
Example for my Folly : But to be trick d 
out of my Virtue, and cozen'd out of every 


Pretence to it, with my Eyes open, is what 


I cannot bear. 

I you have any thing that's human about 
you, if the leaſt Spark of generous Compaſ- 
non can dwell in kich a Serpent, teach me 
to forget what is paſt, teach me to bear my- 


ſelf with Temper, and to baniſh the Re- 


membrance of your perfidious Self from my 
diſtracted Thoughts. I had reſolved at Noon 


to have begg' d of you to depart without ſee 
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ing me, but 1 find my Strength unequal to 
the Taſk, and cannot ” think of your- going? 
till I have at leaſt the Pleaſure of reviling yow 
to your Face for your Treachery. I wait (om 
at ny Chamber ; and an"! 5; 1. 

TE) 
Your —_ Wort 


222 


Ya Sai 9:46 1 | ans. 

- I'no ) Wader fed this Fry Epiſtle, than 

I concluded my Miſtreſs wanted to play ſome 
of her Tricks upon me, and was reſolved to 
raiſe a Tax upon my future Pleaſures in Re- 
venge of the Eaſe with which J had made 
my firſt Conqueſt; but, by the Help of my 
Female Engineer, I determined not to be her 
Dupe in that Manner; ſo wrote her the fol- 
TY Anſwer, and ſent it ro ane ** 


Aadam, 1 


H E laſt Night's and this Morning's 
Adventure may be attributed to Stra- 
| — and tho I muſt on I got within the 
Town by Surprize, yet you muſt confeſs 1 
had long before, in my own proper Perſon, 
attack d it, according to all the Rules of fair | 
War. If the Garriſon did not ſurrender” 
then, it was not my Fault but your's, and 
Nun 8 1 you 


4 
you muſt acknowledge I had a Right to make 
ſe of Invention when you remained my 


Enemy, notwithſtanding, by your own Con- 


feſſion; I gain d many Friends within while 


I continu'd an open Siege. By your laſt; 


you ſeem inclinable to renew FHoſtilities; 
and to diſpute my Poſſeſſion; but I muſt 


acquaint you, that I'm in the Humour of 


the French King; not to part with any of 
my Conqueſts; at leaſt; without an Equiva- 
lent; which I know you are not in a Condi- 
tion to give me; Therefore; if you have a 
Mind we ſhall meet upon the ſame friendly 
Terms we parted; you ſhall find me a rea- 
. ſonable Conqueror; Rs to purſue the Al- 


egory no further, 1 hate to make Love in a 


Storm: I am for calm Joys, or none, and 
ſhall wait till I hear that you have reaſſum d 
the Uſe of gour Reaſon, and are wg to 
meet with equal Ardour. 


Dear Madam, 4 
97 Your conſtant Admirer, 
Rich. F 
; My ſhe Mercury had no ſooner deliver d 


this Billet than I could hear a Hurricane in 
next Room, where 1 met. My Miſtreſs 


rav d, 


— 
ied. 
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Hour's Time, brought 


( 26) 
rav'd, ſtamp d, and ſtorm d like a F ury, 90 
laid all the Blame upon poor Nancy, whom 
ſhe accuſed of ſeducing me from my Alle- 
giance. She fell foul upon the honourable 
Profeſſion of Street-Walking, and curſed 
her and all ſuch wicked Strumpets as proved - - 
the Deſtroyer of the Peace and Comfort © 
every virtuous Woman. Nancy, who is -þ 
over and above pacific in her Diſpoſition, was - 
fir'd at her Reproaches on the Siſterhood, 
and entered warmly into their Defence. 
At laſt they fell to comparing Notes about 
their Pretenſions to Virtue, which pro- 
duced high Words, and had certainly come 
to Blows, if I had not, for fear of their im- 
prudently alarming, the Houſe, ſtept in to 
decide the dubious Point. 

A profound Silence enſued on my Appear- 
ance; but ſoon the Storm broke out afreſh 
upon me. 'They both ſpoke together, and 
ſo loud, that I could not make Senſe of what 
they ſaid, only by their Motions and Geſ- 
tures I gueſs d it might conſiſt of railing and 
ſcolding. I was like M Heath in the Beg- 
gars Opera, and could have wiſh'd for the 
Sheriff to have carried me off from my two 
Furies. At laſt I ſtopp'd both their Mouths 
with my Hands; * in about half an 

em to hear Reaſon, 


dent Nancy to my own Apartment to Bed, 


and 


4 


5 (27) ' 
and took a Share myſelf of Maria's for that 
Night; where, before Morning, we made 
up all Differences, - and roſe together in per- 
fect good Humour, — But my Letter being 
extended to ſo immoderate a Length, I ſhall 
break off at this Period, by aſſuring you, 
that I am, with the greateſt Sincerity, 


Dear J Ack, 


Your Friend ant 


Moft humble Servant; © | 


Rn. Fo—, 


n 


* 


1 5 db 2 LETTER 


LETTER. UI. 


Dear Jack, 

E are like to have as many Adven- 

7 ventures at our Inn as Don Quixot 
had at his: We had no ſooner 
breakfaſted the Morning after the 


Reconciliation mentioned in my laſt, than 
two Ladies alighted at the Gate, and were 


uſhered into the Parlour where we were all 


ſitting. ' They prov'd to be an old Gentle- 
woman (related to our Hoſteſs) and her 
Daughter. You know my Diſpoſition too 
well not to ſuppoſe, that the Sight of a new - 
Face gave me the Palpitation of the Heart, 


and a new Spring to my Blood, not yet quite 


chill'd with the Poſſeſſion of Maria. The 


young Lady accoſted us with ſuch a chear- 


ful Countenance, and an Air ſo free from Re- 


ſerve or Affectation, that in an Inſtant I 


found myſelf ſtrangely prepoſſeſs'd in her 
Favour. Maris obligingly introduced me 
to her, and a Kiſs of her lovely Lips ſet all 


e Matter about me in a Blaze, = 


Ws 2 


* 
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There tt Fack, ſo wonderfully 

bewitching in Country Beauties, that 
charms beyond all the ſet Airs and ſtudied IS 
peter” wa rag our Town Belles; they have 
a certain Fe ne ſcai quoi in their Looks and 
Addreſs, that however rude and uncultivated 
they may appear at St. James's, they never ._ = 
fail to inflame a Heart the leaſt ſenſible of ; 4 

the Effects of undiſguiſed Nature and un- if | 
feigned Innocence. This new Charmer has L 
Wit, Beauty, Complexion, and Shape, ſuffi- 1 
- cient to draw the Attention of the moſt bril- _ 

liant Aſſembly in Europe. She is turned of 
Eighteen, her Stature of the firſt Size, her 
Shape and Limbs ſuch as Praxitiles might 
have taken Pattern by: Her Cheſt is full, 
adorned with two Alabaſter Globes ſet at a 
moderate Diſtance from one another, that 
haeave and pant with ſuck bewitching Grace, 1 
that old Father Adam might have palliated Wil 
his Crime with the Strength of the Tempta= | „ 

b 


tion, had the forbidden Fruit appear'd half Wh 
ſo lovely to the Eye. Her Complexion was [i 
fair, — Hair Jet- black, and all her Features | [8 
delicate; ſuch Lips and ſuch Teeth, Jack, as Wo 
— ſure 1 water; but then 1 
Eyes! $ are too poor to give 1 

_ any- Idea of them; in them the Loves — 5 ff 13 
Graces kee a perpetual Congreſs, and a thous. 1 
on __ are conſtantly making' _ MY 

| Thus 


9 * * 
- 


and now I ſuppoſe you 


. 
Thus much, my Friend, for the Outſide; 


expect that I ſhould 
attempt to deſcribe thoſe Beauties that are hid 


from every mortal Eye; but over theſe Imuſt 


draw a Veil, ſince I would not have you con- 


ceive any Idea of them, leaſt you . love 
at a Diſtance, and prove my Rival 


in Imagi- 
nation: But my charming Fanny (for that is 
her Name) has Wit and Good Nature that 
exceeds all her other Perfections, and a Voice 
that excells all that Poets ever feign'd of the 
Syren' Song. So far is ſhe from having any 
thing ſullen or affected in her Behaviour, that 
all is innocent, good-humour'd, and free : 
She is acquainted at firſt Pight, and permits 


her Intimates of either Sex, all Freedoms 
which Virtue can allow or Good-Manners 


expect, without® being tied down to thoſe 


rigid formal Rules, which put a Reſtraint on 


Converſation, and teach Males and Females 
to treat one another as if Truth and Sincerity 
were Strangers to each of them. In a Word, 


as ſhe has nothing of the Prude, ſoſhe would 


ſeem to have ſomewhat of the Coquet ; at 


leaſt, to ſome her free and unreſerved Man- 


ner)of Converſation would appear to be the 
Effect of ſuch a Diſpoſition ; but I believe ſhe 
differs from moſt of that Claſs of Females 
in this, that ſhe has no Plot in what ſhe does, 
has no Deſign in View, but the whole is _ 

1 Reſult 


yo 
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Reſult of her natural Temper. What makes 
me of this Opinion is, that I obſerve the true 
Coquet never puts on theſe Airs but in the 
Company of Men, at leaſt they are not ſo 
conſpicuous when they are with their own 
Sex only; but my Fanny diſcovered the Hu- 
mour I have now mentioned, when all the 
Company, as far as ſhe knew, were of the 
Feminine Gender. | 

The old Woman her Mother, who ſeems 
to have been in her young Days juſt what her 
Daughter is now, ſoon left us young People 
together, and went to keep Company with 
the Hoſteſs in the Straw, I found Marra 
and her Couſin were very intimate, and in 
a few Hours Miſs Fanny and your humble 
Servant, Miſs Polly, were as well acquainted 
as if we had been Bedfellows for ſeven Years, 
which I found gave ſome Umbrage to Maria. 


She was quick-ſighted, and now and then ; 


caught me caſting a Sheep's Eye at her lovely 
Coufin, and colour'd up like Scarlet when I 
happened to praiſe any thing ſaid or done by 
her. Miſs Fanny chanced to take up her 
Petticoats, to tie her Garter above her Knee. 
Miſs Maria, who obſerved me fix my Eyes 
with ſome Attention on the lovely Limb, 
ſparkled with Jealouſy ; and, without mind- 
ing what ſhe ſaid, cried out, Oh, fye 
Couſin! how can you be fo forward ? 'You 
- ſhow 


% * 
Ca 


1 | 
ſhow your Leg and half Thigh!“ 
. 2 replied t other, e mean 
Maria? Will you never give over theſe 
fanctified Airs? What is about my Leg 555 
playing it yet farther] that I ſhould be 
aſham d of? I ſhould not care if all the Fel- 
tows in the Pariſh ſaw my Limbs; thank 
God, they are ftrait and found, and if they 
don't like them they may let them alone. 
Jam entirely of your Mind, Miſs, faid I, I 
ſee no Reaſon for ng fo ſqueamiſh, 
or making ſo much a Secret of gur Legs any 
more than of our Arms and Boſoms ; but 
eſpecially amongſt ourſelves. *©* That may 
be your Opinion Miſs Polly, but I aſſure you, 
replied Maria with ſome Sharpneſs, I think 
we ſhould be careful of expoſing, even in 
private, any thing which Modeſty requires us 
to hide, leſt we ſhould by Degrees wear off 
that Delicacy of Sentiment and Behaviour 
which is ſo' much the Ornament of our Sex.“ 
Heydey! returned Funny, what a Pother 
you make about Delicacy and Decency ; is 
there any thing in it but Cuſtom? Our Grand- 
mothers would not ſhow as much of their 
' Boſoms as you do for the World; they hud- 
dled up their Diddies in huge Ruffs and Tip- 
pets, and ſhow'd nothing of their Faces but 

the Chin, which look'd like Pigeons peeping 
out of Pigeon-holes; their Ancles were no 
Es more 


1 

triore to be ſeen than their Middle, and yet 
our Forefathers found out the Way to their 
Secrets, for. all the Pains they took to hide 
them; and; if I can believe my Grandfather, 
who liv'd in thoſe demure-looking Times, 
m_ was as much Buſineſs tranſacted in the 
Dark then as now. Cuſtom, Couſin, ſanc: 
tifies evety thing; I can now ſhew my Bub- 
bies ( pulling them up ) without being aſham d 
of them, and every young Fellow looks at 
them without catching a Fever: When, I 
toſs up my Hoop to get out of a Coach, or 
into/a[Pewy: I expoſe a well turn d Limb, 
which! is ſeen with as little Emotion, as;it 
no ſuche Thing were lid Being. This we 
owe: to: Ouſtam and Education, and, I be- 
lieve, if we were uſed 0 go as the Indian. 
do in America, or out firſt Parents did in 
Paradiſe, we might have as fe bad Thoughts 
as we have how for my Share, I'm reſoly d 
to comply with the Mage! in very ttring that 
has not a real Effect upon my Morals, and 
a Fig for all the Cenſüres gf the Ignorant 3 
But, Couſin, I have got a Hurt up here, on 
my Thigh, by a Fall I had To- day, I fancy 
Brandy; can you get me any?! Maria, 
fearingg ſhe intended to ſnew that Part top, 
and its n erritonies, reply d, half 
angrily, „ No, I have not at preſent, but 
; ; E you 


\ 
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: 
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you ſhall have it when you go to Bed; and I 
ſhall rub it myſelf for you; you are an un- 
lucky Rider, I think you got another Fall 
but- laſt Week”; Yes, reply'd Fanny, I 
did, and I'm ſure if ſuch an Accident had 


bappen ' d to you, you'would have mourn d 


in Sackeloth and Aſhes for this Twelvemonth. 
You muſt know, Miſs Polly, addreſſing her- 
ſelf tome, that I am courted by a neighbour- 
ing Squire, who I may venture to affirm is 
one of the moſt modeſt young Men of the 


Age; I believe, in my Conſcience; he would 


not aſk his Mother's Maid an uncivil Que- 
ſion for the Univerſe; and I fancy, if it had 
not been for the Accident Jam ing £0 tell 
you, he had not known to this Day what 


was under a Woman's Petticoats. He and 


I chaniced; with a-Siſter of mine, and — 7 
one Servant, to be riding out to pay a Vi 


in the Neighbourhood: Itook it in my Head 
to try Horſemanſhip- with my Sweetheart, 
and dared him to jump over a pretty middling 
Gate that open'd into an Ineloſure by the 
Road Side: He complied with ſome Heſita- 


_ -and we got both fairly over ; 'but ridin 
along the Iaclofurs at full Gallop, my Horſe 
tumbled down, I fell, and my Foot ſtuck 
in the Stirrup. My Pad ſtood ſtill, and did 
not drag me; but I could not diſentangle 
enflell, and. all my Dottivoats hung. down, 


and 


„ 
and left my Lover a full View. of the Land 
of Promiſe. He, poor Gentleman, whether 
too much frighted . my Fall and Danger, 
for I believe the Oaf loves me as well as he 
can, or if aſtoniſh'd at a Sight which was 
as new to him as the Piramids of Egypt, or 
the reſt of the ſeven Wonders of the World, 
Eknow not; but he ſtood fx d on his Horſe, 
With nothing that I know of in Motion about 
him, but his Mouth, which now and then 
| gap'd as for Breath, I was, you may be fure, 
in a ſtrange Flurry of Spirits, and heartily 
vex'd that every Ae I made to diſen- 
gage myſelf only added to the ridiculous Fi- 
gure I made; — more ſo, when I ſaw him 
make no Motion to relieve me. My Siſter 
and the Servant were on tother Side of the 
Gate, ſcreaming out at my ] nger, but 
could not get in, nor could their Noife 
awaken him out of his profound Reverie. 1 
at laſt was obliged to call to him: He heard, 
and trembling got off his Horſe, and ap- 
proach'd me with as much Awe and Reve- 
rence as the Sons of Noah did their old Fa- 
ther. In the long Run, with much Trem- 
bling, he releas'd me, and, when I got on 
my Legs, looked as ſheepiſhly as if he had 
been caught robbing a Henrgolt, — Now; if 
Maria had been ſo expos'd, what would ſhe. 
have done to herſelf ? Im afraid her Garters 
E 2 might 
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agile have been employ'd to ſome fatal Par- 
poſe that Night; but for my Part, I thought 
nothing of it: I ſhould not have betray d the 
Secret ie I could have help'd it, but fince it 
happen'd that my Booby ſaw it, much Good 

may it do him. I'm ſure he has been heartily, 
roaſted about it; and his Behaviour; for 1 
did not conceal one Tittle of it from thoſe 


we went to ſee, who were very merry with 


the Squire on che Occaſion, and broke many 
fatirical Jokes on the Amazement I de- 
ſcribed him to be in at fo extraordinary an 
Adventure.” 7 
The Accident was a little untoward I muſt” 


oon, replied I, but I fancy has turn'd more 


to the Confuſion of the baſhful Lover than 
your's, tho' I believe you muſt certainly let 
him have the Goods, finee you have ſhewn: 
him a Sample. No, indeed, returned 


Funny, he has ſeen che laſt of it I can aſſure 


him; I am for no ſuch Milk-Sops: Baſh-' 
fulnels and Timidity is pardonable in our Sex, 
but it's intollerable in Men; and, I take it, 


is never to be found among them but when. 


there' is an uncommon Defect in-their Intel- 
lects: If I wed I'm determined never to 
wed x Fool, nor one who has not his Wits, 
and ever rything elſe; about him, on all Emer-/ 
Hye ” wee! find, replied Moria, you 
ney the oy wanted his Wits, or ſome- 


/ 
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| ng elfe, about him, on that ugly Oeca - 
2 I don't know what he had about 
him, returnꝰd the other, but I'm ſure a Man 
of Senſe and Politeneſs would have behaved 
more like a Man on the Occaſion, and would 
not have been ſo dull as to have requir'd a 
Halloo to relieve a young Woman from ſuch 
a Perplexity, and yet might have behaved. 
with as much Delicacy and Decency, as you 
call it, as this baſhful Booby did: But 1 
ſhould have bluſhed at the Preſence of ſuch a 
Man, whereas I only bluſh'd for him; Fliere- | 
fore it's better for me as it was“, A 
Dinner was now ready, at which we were 
agreeably entertain'd with the Converſation 
of the old Gentlewoman, Miſs Fanny's Mo- 
ther, and Mrs. Midnight. They, together, 
were comparing Notes af former Days, and 
their youthful Gambols in good Queen Aun's 
Time. We had ſome Sendal and not a 
little Smut. Amongſt other Diſcourſe wwe 
fell upon ſeveral uncommon female Caſes, of 
which Mother Midnight gave us very cire 
copay and diyerting Deſcriptions. One, 
n particular, I muſt relate to you in her 
Werds. When practis d, ſays ſhe, in the 
M Country, a young Farmer in my Neigh- 
1 married a good likely young Wo- 
They continu'd together for about 
cghcen Made without the leaſt Appearr , 


4 * 


Aj 


n 
ance of * with Child. The young 
Farmer had boaſted how good a Workman 
he was before he was married, and what 
mighty Feats he could do; but nothing ap- 

give Teſtimony of his Manhood, 
be benen the Jeſt of — who 
plac d all the 1 entirely to his Ac- | 
count, being perſwaded that he had good | 
Soil to till, and might expect a reaſonable. 
Crop, if he em oy'd due Culture and 
good Seed. Our young Farmer, who, in 
Fruth, had no Reaſon to diſtruſt his own 
| Abilities, was highly chagrin'd to bear 
the Brunt of fo much Raillery, which he 
= ſometimes reveng'd on his Wife. This be- 
got Quarrels between them, and made the 
young Woman's Life very uneaſy to her. 
2 _ were both of the new Sect then late 
8 rung up in that Country, call'd, Me- 
ace and very devout in their Way, hav- 


5 — a 5 — Veneration for their Teacher. 

The Wife complain'd, to her ſpiritual Com- 
forter, of the ſurly Uſage ſhe met with from 
her Huſband. The Preacher took the young 
Farmer to Taſk, and chid him roundly for 
his Behaviour. At laſt, aſter much queſtion- 
ing about the Cauſe of their mutual Diſcon- 
tent, Roger plainly told the Parſon, that the 
Want of Children was the only Obſtache ta 

their Anon, Here the good Man read 


him 


3 
bim a Lacture upon Patience and Reſigna- 
tion; and told — that he ought not 
to find Fault with his Wife on that Account, 
ſince the Impediment, if natural, might be 
| | on his Side. Roger, nettledat this Suggeſtion, 
Aeplied, © Sir, you may talk of Patience as 
much as you will, but if you were in my 
Caſe, I believe you would have as little as I; 
for tho', 1 thank God, I am as able as any 
Man in the Pariſh, yet 1 know no more of 
my Wife than I do of my Mother, nor can- 
not.“ Cannot! replied the Prieſt, ſure 
ſhe does not deny to conſummate with you.” 
No, but I cannot.” If you cannot; 
then that is your Fault, and not her's. 1 
tell you, replied Roger; 1 am as well pro- 
; Adela any Man in England; Un e ps 
Mo Wbat ?“ = So ſtrait that I can- 
not.“ . That is a very ſtrange Caſe, ſays 
the Parſon, (who had hy a Barber-Sur- 
geon, and pretended to great Skill in Phyſic 
and Surgery) but I will canſider of it, and 
you ſhall! hear further from me in a few 
Days: In the mean Time, uſe het kindly; 
and let me have no Com plaints on that Score, 
ſince it appears to be a aki Infitmity whack 
perhaps may be remedied. | 
The Parſon, continued Mather Midnight, 
who was not ſo much read in Women as to 
have heard of this Caſe, ſent for me, and 
| | » 


R 


89 
* is whole Affair. I told kiln that 
I had known ſuch Caſes, and that they were 
not without their Remedy; but that I muſt 
conſult the young Woman. Accortingly; we 
went over to their Houſe which was but a little 
way off, and found both at home: I intended 
to have call'd the good Woman aſide, but 
the Parſon was too quick for me, and open d 
the Affair with a very religious Preamble; 
which ended in propoſing ak 1he ſhould 
ſubmit to an Inſpection. The Farmer's 
Wife, you may be: ſure, was in very 
Confuſion; but, recovering herſelf as much 
28 poſiible, told Him that as ſhe would ſub- 
mit to. any thing for the Satisfaction af her 
Hufband; ſo ſhe would tetire with me and 
allow me to make what Search thought 
proper. * No, replied the Parſdn, there is 
no Occaſion for withdrawing N your Huſ- 
band, who has told me the whole: Affair, 
with Intent I ſhould give you my Advice, 
ill not be diſpleaſed if I alſo examine the 
Eaſe to the Bottom, that I may be able to 
judge fully of what is to be done. .' Roger, 
who was thoroughly Prieſt-ridden, made no 
| y; and the Wife, after ſome few Scru- 
ples, anſwer'd by the Parſon, yielded to the 
Ceremony :- We, 1 ſhould rather ſay he, 
examined and handled every thing very mi- 
Coca on for I, for my Part, only looked 
031 Mio 1 7 ſlightly 


* 


* 


ſli 
1 Pe 3 ſuch Caſes — by 
where the Patient has proved the 2 — 
many Children. Mean time, I obſerved 
that our good Sir Sanctity began to dra his 
Breath ſhort, his Eyes twinkled, and every. 
Sign of the inward Perturbation of his Bad 
was viſible in his Countenance; and which, 
IT m ſure, were not the Emotions of a religious 
Spirit, tho he perform d the Feeling Ope- 
ration with all the Gravity imaginabſe: At 
which I could ſearce contain myſelf from 
laughing t; eſpecially — IL 
. e Huſband locked alt de 
Bey in 
The Reſult of our 88 vs, that, 
a Surgeon. was ſent for, and a Day appointed 
for an Inciſion; to which the Wife com- 
'd with a good deal of Reluctance; but 
er Huſband and the ſpiritual Guide were, 
£ ann X ſhe, ſhould have what Nature had 
denied her, ſo that ſubmit ſhe muſt. On the 
Day appointed, the Parſon, the Surgean, and 
myſelt, met at the Farmer's Houſe, and re- 
tired to an inner Apartment for Privacy. Be- 
fore the Operation begup, Sir Pomne pray d 
very devontiy for Succeſs to che Undertaking, 
and concluded with a pathetic Exhgrttion, 
to the Woman to endure with Patience and; 
Canſtancy, fince ak Wight be ſo much, | 
SHOUT. | | tg 
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to her and her Huſband's Satisfaction. The 


young Creature was extended on à Bench, 
and the Surgeon began his Operation, while 
the'Parſon' peep'd' over him with a large Pair 
of Spectaeles ſtuck on his Noſe, that he 
mien ſee the better, and all of a ſudden 


 eried out, Hold, don't make it too large. 


However, 1 ſuppoſe the Surgeon took the 


' Dimenſions of the Stall by his own Gelding, 


without minding. the grave Caution of his 
officious Overſeer. The young g Woman did 
well, and has' been the Mother of ſeveral 
Children ſince; ; in the getting of which I'm 


greatly miſtaken if the Parſon had not a con- 
ſiderable Share. The Affair was conceal'd 


as much as poſſible, but J fancy the Surgeon 
blabbed it; and ſome Humouriſt getting 
hold of the Story, had a Print drawn repre- 
ſenting t what Scene, and all Parties con- 


| cerned, in ht h the Parſoh is a principa al 


e, with his Spectacles on, and a La 
iſſuing. from / his Mouth, with Hold ! any 
make it rob large, written upon it“ 

- Mother Midnighthaving ended her curious 


Narrative, we fell 'to Cards; but 1 minded 


them but üttle: : My Head was entirely taken 


up with my new Charmer, and buſied in 
contriving how to get rid of my old one, who 


Iobſerv'd watch'dall my Motions and Looks 


_ narrowly. But F Fortune had not been 


favour- 


4 


Cas - 
favourable 'all, my Schemes had been vain: 
The kind Goddeſs help'd me out when Tg 
expected it; for about Four or Five o Clock, 
as we were going to Tea, a Chair and Four 
ſtop at the Inn, which came to carry Maria 

clation's about four Miles off, on Ac- 


_ of another F emale Relation in the ſame 


Houſe, who being ſuddenly taken very ill, 


was deſirous / of ſeeing Maria before [ſhe 


died, which it was feared ſhewould ſoon do. 

I tau the Surprize the, was in on receiving 
the Meſſage; her Colour went and came, and 
ſhe could; ſcarce utter a Word, but caſt a 
Look at me, which was yery ſignificant of 


the Agony ſhe was in; not ſo. much I believe 


on her Couſin's Account, as of the Situation 
ſhe left me in. She had no Means to get 
off, ſince. the od Gentlewoman, Farny's 
Mother, was there, which took away all 
Pretence of the Care of the Lying- In Wo- 
man; ſo ſhe was obliged to prepare for her 


| Departure. I pretended to be very ſorry: for 


the Lok of her Company, and comforted 
her as much. as I could before her Coufin, 

but took Care not to be alone with her for 
fear of a Lecture of Jealouſy, tho? I faw ſhe 
made many Attempts to draw me into a pri- 


vate Conference. In ſhort, ſhe was oblig d 
to take her e with a Whiſper, You cer - 


F 2 h . tainly 


= | 


% 
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(4) 
1h 6 will prove a Traitor, and Tan un 


When ſhe was gone my y Hearr 5505 light 
Iz Feather, and — the charming Fanny 
as a ſure Conqueſt ; but J reckon'd without 
my Hoſt. We kept Company together all the 
Evening, but converſed ſtill in the Female 
Dialect; for I durſt not diſcover my Sex, at 
leaſt ſaw no fit Opportunity; but ſure under 
that Reſtraint, Tenjoy'd a Ha pineſs which 
a ſeven Vear's Couitſhip would not have en- 
titled me to in my Male Capacity: She wis 
all Mirth and Gaiety, and Phay d ſo many 
wanton rompiſh Tricks, that I was frequently 
on the Brink of betraying my Diſguiſe, and 
at the fame Time raifed to the higheſt Pitch 
of Deſire. After Supper, when talking of 
Bed, the: -whiſper'd' s to propoſe to her 
Mother, that we too' ſhould be Bedfellows 
that Night. This was what J expected, and 
made the Overture, which the old Woman 
eafily came into, ſaying, <« Young People 
are fitteſt Company for one another.” 
We retired, and quickly wndref'd ; but 
Miſs Fanny ſooner than I: When ſtript to 
her Shift, and juſt ſtepping into Bed, O 
Lud! fays ſhe, I muſt look at my Thigh, 
and rub it with a little Brindy,-6 or ſome- 
what ; I ſee Maria has left me à Bottle.” 
With that ſhe fat down on the Bed- 
| "th 


—_ 
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| n 
d pulrd up her Shift to look at her Hurd 
| 97 — that would have fir d 
the frozen Ocean; and made an eternal Spri 
at the Frigid Zone: But as ſhe could f 
ſiee ditinly vr hat ſhe wanted, ſhe called me 
to Took at the Place. Lapproach'd it with 
a trembling Hand, which I was afraid would 
diſcover me. I told her there was a lictis 
black Spot at the 
nothing elſe which. I could 


is it not black and blue? No, replied 
but it cannot be the worſe for being rubbid 
with a little Spirits; and with that 1 took 
the Botile, and began the Operation, which 
almoſt conſumed me to Tinder; ! for, deat 
Fact, what mortal Man could ſtand it?s 
ſee one of the fineſt Women in Hagan | 
flat on her Back, quite naked, afid playing 
twenty wanton Tricks with her delicate 
Limbs, while I was'employ'd rabbing d Spot 
not above an Inch removed from the Cent 
of Delight itfelf ! When Þ had rubb'd that 
Place ſufficiently, I aſk'd her if I HO,“ 
ſerve t other black Spot ſo; and, Witheut 
waiting a Reply, I began to uſe-Freddofis 
which ſet the Nymph on Fite. Hang it, 
ſays ſhe, give over, for Gs Safe; für 


I'm 


Saks 
vm ure, there is Magick in your plaguy Ein · 
gers: L—d! I never felt the like before. 1 
warrant, ſays I, I've ſet you a Longing for Mr, 
*** were he in iny Place now, ſure he 
would not need a Hallo to bring you Relief. 
She replied, with a Heave and a Sign, A 
Pox on him, I don't know but he might ; 
tho” I'm glad I'm in your Company, inſtead 
of any thing Male; for I'm this Minute in 
a very tickliſh Situation.” Thinking this 
the critical Time, I threw myſelf on her 
panting Boſom, hugg'd her cloſe, ſtill con- 
tinuing to play the Rogue with the black 
Spot below; which ſhe permitted, and [I 
quickly entered the Fort; but, in the 'Twin- 
kling of an Eye, ſhe threw me off, and, 
ſtarting up in the utmoſt Rage, cried out, 
* Villain! Devil! or ver elſe you are; 
unhand me, and know that tho' I , 12a all 
the Deſires natural to Fleſh and Blood, which 
you have baſely, and at an unguarded Hour, 


diſcover'd, yet I'll periſh ſooner than 5 


any Paſſjon at the Expence of my Virtu 

But are you, and on what helliſh 

ſigh are you in this Diſguiſe? I'll know it, 

and be reveng'd of you for your traiterous 
Attempt.” With that ſhe endeavour d to 
ring the Bell, and would have baul'd out as 


loud as ſhe cculd, had I not clapt my =, 


on her Mouth, and held her faſt. I begg'd 
11 FR pray'd 


(4). 
pray d, and ſooth'd her as much 28 poſſible, 
to recover her T emper and Patience, 2 
teſting ſhe ſhould be in no further 
from me. It was a long Time before 1 coold 
lay the Storm of her Tongue, and I almoſt 
deſpair' d, when all of a ſudden ſhe of 
ſelf chang'd | into'a perfect Calm, and weng 
down covered herſelf with the Bed-Cloaths. 
I was ſurprized at this ſudden Alteration, and 
fancied-it boded ſome'Succeſs to my Under-' 


_ but ſhe ſoon undeceiv'd me by. fay⸗ 


ing, © Now, Sir, J am calm, but neither 
any Regard to you, or any one of your Sex, 
ſhould hinder me from expoſing you, and 
gratifying my Revenge in the ſevereſt Man- 
ner; but I recolle& that my unhappy Couſin 
Maria told me you and the were  Bedfel- 
lows theſe two Nights paſt ; and ſome other 
Circumſtances crowd upon my M. 
which convinces me ſhe is concern 
your Diſguiſe therefore, on her Aceh; 1 
ſhall conceal your Attempt on me from the 
. 'till 1 ſee her. 
I was going to have replied, hen we 
were alarm'd by a Cry of Murder from the 
Gallery oppoſite to where we lay. - She. 
bounc'd out of Bed, and threw on her Night- 
Gow, and we both went to the Window, 
where we could hear the Noiſe f Men 
hung, and Women ſereaming out Mur- 
der. 


E 
N 

* 
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der. Light coming, diſcovered a Fray be- 
| o* two Countrymen and their Wives, all 
in their Shirts and Shifts, - The 

Mee ed without any other 

| ly "Noſe, or ſome ſuch Matter; 
and we had ſure to hear from the Cham- 
berlain,, whom we call'd to us; the Riſe of 
| this Battle, which happen d in this Manner: 
Theſe two Countrymen, Neighbours to 

ane: AAR, had been at a Fair in Onford- 
With their Wives, two likely young 

n. They put up at this Inn, 

went to Bed in two Rooms upon the 
Gallery, ſeparated from each other only by: 
2 thin Deal Partition, and both ſo alike 3 in 
urniture and Shape that it was no * 

ter; to miſtake one for t other. 
They had not been long in Bed. e er ane 
of K 55 Men awaking, recollected. that he had 
his Tobacco -· Box below Stairs, and feat- 
e it, got up. and went to look 
vets but no Box being to be found, he 
5 — — knocked at his Neighbqur's Door, 
aſking if he knew any thing of it. The other 
it ſeems:hed- pocketed it for the Sake of a 
Joke, byt to prevent apy further Diſturb-» 
ance, he gat up to return it to the Owner. 
Both of them — to ſtand a litfle he-) 
tween the two Doors, — a few, 
ä Words, the one changed 0 9 bis 


25D h 5 Room, 


„ 
Room, wbich put the other upon the ſame 
-Blander, and each went to Bed to his Neigh - 
bour's Wife, - The Women were aſleep, 
and did not perceive the Difference, at leaſt 
for ſome Time. Thomas, who was the 
youngeſt of them, in about half an Hour 


after, turn'd to his ſuppos'd Wife, and per- 


form'd the Conjugal Rites, which ſhe poor 
Woman received very calmly ; but the Bed 


making a Noiſe againſt the thin Wainſcoat, 


awaked the other Wife; who, diſpleas'd 
that ſhe was not ſo well uſed as her Neigh- 
bour, jogg'd her ſuppos'd Huſband out of 
his Nap, ſaying, Thomas, doſt hear how 


buſy Neighbour Hodge is; who would have 
thought the old Fellow was ſo wanton?” _ 


Hoage, to whom ſhe was in Reality ſpeaking, 


cries out, Sure the Woman's bewitched, 


what doſt call me Thomas for? You are 
dreaming ſure, that that 7 Dog is 
cuckolding me.“ Why Thomas ! return'd 
the Womag in a louder Tone, fure you are 
a dreaming, What don't I know my Thomas 
from old Hodge?” * Damn the B—h, rejoins 
he, ſhe's drunk! lie ſtill, or I'll duſt your 
Jacket for you;” giving her a woeful Punch; 


which made her ſquall out. Hodge knew 


then it was not his own Wife, and Thomas 


knew the Voice of his Rib thro' the Parti- 
tion. They both Jomp'd out of Bed, met 
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MoruEN MID NIGHT. 


LETTER the Four f. 


EAR JACK; 
RP CONCLUDED my laſt, with the 
# hurly-burly which happen'd in the 
Ian by Thomas's miſtaken compli- 
" ments to Hedges wife, the noiſe of 
which had interrupted my converſation with 
my fair one. I acquainted you, that the firſt 
ſtorm raig'd by the diſcovery of my ſex, and 
0 attempt 


(6) 


attempt to ſurpriſe the fort of love, was ſuc: 
ceeded by a dead calm, occaſion*d by her re- 
flecting on the intereſt her couſin Maria might 
have in my metamorphoſis. The interruption 


© our converſation met with at that inſtant, gave 


me an opportunity to recollect my ſcatter*d 
ſenſes, which had been much diſconcerted 


by my repolſe, her rage, the dread of a 


diſcovery, and the unravelling the intrigue be- 
tween me and Maria, which I ſaw ſhe had pe- 
netration enough, to unriddle without my tell- 
ing her any thing of the matter, The comical 
Dames in which the chamberlain gave the hit. 


of the countryman's miſtake, reſtored miſs 


Fanny in ſome. meaſure to the uſual gaiety df 
her humour, and to my apprehenſion, baniſh'd 
from her thoughts the fury and confuſion which 
my boldneſs had rais'd but a few minutes be- 


fore. 


In ſhort, I interpreted every thing 


to my own advantage; and as I was now over 
ſhoes, I reſolv'd to be over boots too, fince I 
could be no worſe than I was, in her Opinion; 
I courageouſly determin'd not to be diſhearten'd ' 
at the firſt repulſe, but to win the town by 


force, 'or Fraud, before we parted, 


I knew 


her diſpoſition to be naturally amorous, her 


* 


ſpirits 


PF 
\ 


(31 
' ſpivits were enflam'd, both by the prelude to 


the attack, and the aſſault in breach; and the- 


little ſtory of the Country- man, I thought 
might poſſibly add freſh fewel to the blaze 
within; ſo that I could never wiſh for a better 
opportunity to try my ſkill, The whole diffi- 
culty lay in renewing the attack with ſome kind 
of decency, ſo as not to raiſe a ſecond ſtorm. 


T had not determin'd in what manner to pro- 


ceed, when ſhe took the candle out of the 
chamberlain's hand, and told him ſhe had a uſe 
for that, becauſe ſhe found herſelf in a diſpoſi- 
tion to read moſt part of the night, and the 
light ſhe had would not laſt long, and bid him 
withdraw and ſhut the door. Then turning to 
me with a very gay air: now faid ſhe, Mr. Mzſs, 
for I cannot find out a proper name for you, don't 
you think I have a great deal of good nature, 
and ſome ſhare of courage, to look on that im- 
pudent face of yours, and truſt myſelf all night 
in a room alone with ſuch a devil, and after 
ſuch an attempt upon my virtue: but as I was 
telling you before, you owe it to my couſin 
Maria, who, I'm afraid, poor girl! has fallen 
a ſacrifice to your intriguing contrivances, and 


truſted you with her honour, which I dare 


ſwear + 


18 


= 1 


: {wear you'll prove but a bad ſteward of. Had + 
it not been for that thought, which all of a ſud- 


den ſhq into my head, I had certainly had you 
dugk*d 1n the horſe pond to cool your heat of 
blood, and then have ſent you to the next Ju- 
ſtice of the peace to be puniſh'd as an impoſt- 
er, and a vagabond. Madam, reply*d I, very 
demurely, you need not have ſent me to the 
'C horſe pond, or a juſtice for puniſhment, the 
coldneſs of your looks are ſufficient to chill the 
warmeſt blood, and the rigour of your eye, 
more terrible to me, than any thing I can ſup- 
Poſe a whole bench of juſtices capable of inflic- 
"= ting, for a crime which the height of paſſion 
| begot, and the moſt tempting opportunity e- 

4 ver man had, embolden'd me to attempt. I 
= know adam, you have ſenſe enough, to be a- 
bove the little childiſh punctillio's of the vulgar 
part of your ſex, . and dare plead my cauſe be- 
fore you; as an impartial judge, tho' you are 

. the party incens d. I appeal to your ſelf, if 

| my crime is not at leaſt pardonable, if not, a 
laudable act. What! impudence ! dare you 
pot the queſtion to me, if a groſs attempt up- 
on my chaſtity is not a laudable action? by 
what magick can you reconcile to me ſo pal- 

| pable an abſurdity? However, as we have little 


elſe 


1 


„ (v1 


.Iſe to do, to paſs away the time, lets have 
your wiſe arguments, I can hear them with- 
out being afraid of their ſhocking influence; 
for as * have eſcaped your hidden battery, 
I think I am wußten arm'd againſt all 
your open efforts. But let us dreſs di- 
rely, ſor I am reſoly*d -not to go to bed to 
night. 


ON hearing this her. reſolution, I gravely 
repreſented. to her the inconvenience and danger 
of ſitting up all night in a damp room with. 
out a fire, and the conſtruction ſome of the fa. 
milly might put upon, it, in caſe it ſhould be 
- . obſerved ; therefore begg*d her to go to bed, | 
and baniſh all fears of any rudeneſs from 
me, telling her we might as innocently and 
ſecurely chat in bed, if ſhe was determined to 
lie awake, as up, and with far leſs danger 
to her health. After much perſuaſion, ar- 
guments, promiſes, and intreaties, I prevail'd 
on her to go into the naked bed; which 
ſhe did at laſt, bidding me follow her: 
for hang it, ſays ſhe, your impudence can 
be no more familiar than you bave been, 

| R and 
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(1). 
and 1 hope you will have more grace than 
to make any freſh attempt, if you do, re- 


member the horſe pond, and the danger 


you expoſe Maria to, for whoſe” ſake I am 
convinced, - you have got into this maſque- 
rade. 


THIS was one ſtep gain'd which might 


have coſt me about an hour. In about as 
much more time, I made her own, that, 


conſidering what I was, and the ſtrength 
of the temptation, I could do no leſs than 


what I attempted to have done. By this 
TI removed any averſion conceived from my 


treachery to miſs Maria, ſince the whole 
might naturally be attributed to accident, 
and the irreſiſtable force of a flame kind- 
led without the deſign of either party. 
This confeſſion brought my works a fur- 
long or two nearer the garriſon, and rais'd 
a party of pride within the walls: for J 
have always found, in the courſe of my ſmall 
experience in women, that the deſire of 
ſupplanting a rival, and by that means 
ans the Pre-eminece of their charms, 


works 


— 


1 


Works more upon their hearts than almoſt 


(1) 


any other paſſion. I diſcover'd this in my 


fair one by her inquiſitive deſire to be ac- 


quainted with the ſtate of my amour with 
Maria, which I found both impoſſible and 
needleſs to conceal. -I therefore gave a 


pretty full narrative of that affair, and de- 


ſcribed ſome ſcenes ſo pathetically, that I 


could diſcover I had very near ſet fire to a 


powder magazine in the town, and hoped in 


a little time to be called in to help to ſtop 


the conflagration. | Ya. 


AFTER I had finiſh'd my narrative, and 


fatisfy'd - her curiolity in every point, ſhe 


faid, with a ſigh, Poor Maria! I pity you; 
you are undone, and a big belly muſt ſhortly 
make your ſcandal public. No, I hope not, 
reply'd I; I am ſure there is no danger of any 


tell- tale of that kind. Hey-day ! ſays ſhe, how 


can you be ſure of that ? Is it not a natural con- 


; ſequence of what you have been telling me? To 


| the contrary of which there is neither certainty 


nor probability, eſpecially as you are both 
voung and healthy. I find, my dear Fanny, ſaid I, 


B 2 claſp- 


632 


elaſping her to my boſom, for ſhe now permitted 
all decent freedoms, you are but a novice in the 
affairs of love; that was indeed the cafe of 
father and grandfather, they could not dabble 
with a milk-maid, or ſpeak kindly to my lady's 
woman, but ftreight the apron-ſtrings were 
out of order, and a ſqualling bratt proclaimed 
their amours nine months after they were 
over 3 but we have learn'd a trick worth two 
of that, we, thanks to colonel C can 


enjoy all the pleaſures of batmy love, revel day 


and night in the rapturous bliſs, without the 
fear of a diſcovery, the ſcandal of a big 


belly, or the misfortune of a ſpoil'd ſhape, 
and yet abate never an inch of your joy, 


or diminiſh the ſmalleſt portion of unli- 
mited fruition, How, Mr. F, faid 


the, (for 1 had told her my name) you 


certainly talk in riddles, and would willing- 


ly perſuade a country girl out of her ſen- 


ſes; who is that colonel] C whom 
you ſo devoutly thank'd for tllis wonder- 
ful inſtruction you pretend to have re- 
ceiv'd from him. Why, my deareſt angel, 


| replied I, he is the patron, the tutelar 


faint, of free love ; ; he ſaw the horrid re- 
ſtraint 


(13) 


ſtraint laid upon the ſpontaneous commerce be- 
tween the ſexes, by the dread of child-bifth, 
and the ſlander of having 'a' baſtard, and 
therefore ſtudied for three times ſeven years, 
in a remote deſart, baniſhed from the ſo- 
ciety of men, till he diſcovered the won- 
derful ſecret I have now hinted at. It 
was revealed to him in a viſion, and the 
firſt machine was made and contrived by 
a famous Roficrucian philoſopher, who knew 
all the ſecrets of? nature, and could make 
himſelf inviſible when he pleaſed. This 
philoſopher, hearing of the grand ſecret the 
colonel was in queſt of, tranſported. the 
precious materials from Afracan in Ruſſia, 
made the machine, and in one night con- 
vey'd himſelf and it above ten thouſand 
leagues over ſeas, mountains, and vaſt de- 
farts, till he arrived at the abode of the 
meditating colonel, who was almoſt in de- 
ſpair of ever acconMiſhing his deſign, 
He appeared to him ia a viſion, deli ver'd 
him the myſterious implement, and taught | him | 
its uſe and excellence; the moſt material 
of which are, that who ever is arm'd 
| | with 


— 


8 


( 14 ) 


with this magick | ſhield, ſhall reap all the 
joys of love without the nymph's proving 
pregnant, or receiving the leaſt damage from 


— infection. 


. 


AT finiſhing this romantic raphſody, 1 
ſnatched my pockets from the chair by the 
bed-ſide, and drew from thence, the uſeful 
ſhield I had told her of, and without any 
regard to a piſh, a fie upon you for an impu- 

dent rogue, and a hearty pinch, Ec, I arm#d 
5 myſelf before her, then claſpigg her panting 
. boſom to mine eg, this is demon- 
* to you: we may be free without 

ger, and indulge ourſelves in ſpite of 
ſcandal. Accident has brought us together, 
our. temper and * diſpoſition ſeem to agree 
in all things. Love within beats an alarm, 
opportunity offers, ſcandal is baniſhed, with . 
every fear that can diſturb our joy, either 
for the preſent or the future. Forbear your 
childiſh coyneſs, be true to ' yourſelf, to love 
and nature: this ſaid, ſhe faintly ſtruggled, 
I boldly puſhed, entered the breach ſword 
in hand, and was received into the place 
" 


* 


'( 15) | 
with a kind of murmuring joy. I beat the 


rounds as often as it was neceſſary to ſe- 


cure my authority, and then fell into a ſe- 
cure and gentle ſlumber till ten next morn- 
ing. I am, 5 


”_, | Deer Jacks 


* 


Dur moſt bumble Servant, - 
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LETTER the Firn. 
D EAR JACK, 


OR two or three days after the 
date of my laſt, I paſt my time 
in the moſt agreeable love pa- 
radiſe ever mortal knew. My 
charming Fanny was all life, gaiety, and ſpi- 

rit; no dull ſneaking fits of remorſe ever 

damp'd our pleaſures, no pangs of jealouſy, 

nor guſts of unſeaſonable paſſion diſturbed 
our joys; all was calm and ſerene, every 

hour brought us new delight, and added 

| fewel to the mutual generous flame. But how 

whimſical are we men in our diſpoſition ? and 

a how unaccountable the various changes of our 
paſſion ? I purſued Maria, tho? of a quite dif- 

ferent diſpoſition from my preſent charmer 

with unwearied zeal for ſeveral months roge.. 

ther, threw more time and money after 
| ber, than would hive 8 a hundred 
5 finer 
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1 
finer women in that dear market of plea- 
ure London, and fancied all the raptures of 
Elium in the enjoyment of her. But J 
had no ſooner gaped the fruit of all my 
induſtry, than my appetite palled, and 1 
found my expectation baulk'd of all that 
| harveſt of pleaſure I promiſed myſelf I ſhould 
reap; at leaſt I found ſo little difference in 
the mere poſſeſſion of her perſon, and that 
of a hundred others I had been familiar 
with without trouble or expence, that in ſome - 
moments of calm reflection, I have reſolv*d 
within myſelf. to drop the tedious purſuit 
of coy beauty, and fatisfy the calls of nature 
with the firſt kind ſhe T met with, with- 
out any regard to the charms of her face ord 
perſon; which in fact, though great incite- 
ments, have no more influence on actual en- 
jdyment, than a glaring ſign poſt has on FE 
the wine we drink under it; but this grave 
reſolve; remained only in my head, it had 
no more influence on my members, than if 
1 had never made it; for I no ſooner ſaw 
the lovely Fanny, than they roſe in rebel- 
lion againſt my boaſted reaſon, and feemed 
determined not to lay down their arms till 
C | 
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I yie'ded to their importunities, and con- 
quered their fair enemy. I ſubmitted, and 

am at preſent as happy as love and a fine 
woman can make me, but how long it 
may be cer they and I ſhal] wiſh for variety, 
I believe, is a point very hard to determine. 
But ſure if variety is the only charm in 
love, I have an opportunity to gratify it to 
the full, for every day preſcnts me with 
new opportunities, and I am reſolved to 
try moſt of them, that I may, if poſſible, 
find out wherein the real pleaſure of enjoy- 
ment conſiſts; and you'll be ſurpriſed. to 
find that my dear Fanny put a trick upon 
me in ſuch manner as to furniſh me with | 
variety where ho IE it. 


+ 


WE. had diſcovered, as the chamberlain 
and barr-maid had gone ſome lengths in an 
intrigue : ſhe is a girl about (eighteen or 
nineteen, / of a  florid complexion, '| wanton | 
eyes, and a clean skin; if I had not been 
engaged before with my two miſtreſſes, I 
ſhould have thought my time very well be- 
ſtowed to have toy'd an hour or two with 

+ £ | | her; 


- 


(19) 


her; but ſhe had hitherto eſcaped my no- 
| tice, as being otherways employ'd. How- 
ever, my maid Nancy had diſcover'd her af- 
E Roger the chamberlain, and told 
of their manner of meeting. This raiſed 
my curioſity, and engaged me to take more 
notice of her than before, which I fancy 
my miſtreſs quickly perceived, and explain'd 
as an inclination to roam abroad a little, 
She told me yeſterday afternoon, that ten 
to one but 1 envy'd Roger. his Place in 
Sally's affections, and had a months mind to 
ſupplant him. I declared I had. no ſuch 
thought, and could lie by her a whole 
night, without thinking of the diſtinction 
of the ſex: Come, ſays ſhe, I know yon 
better than that, Sally M by no means ſa 
deſpicable, but ſhe might raiſe the deſire 
> of one much mare ſanctified than you are, 
and I would lay you any wager, for all this 
grimace, that if you had but an hour's op- 
portunity, you would betray your ſex,” and 
. do what, you could to ſupplant honeſt No- 
ger. You may lay what you pleaſe, reply'd » 
I, and continue in your opinion, ſince its 
not likely I ſhall have an opportunity to 
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( 20 ) 
try the ſtrength of my virtuous reſolutions, 
Lay. the wager, returned my fair one, and 
I'll take upon me to furniſh the opportuni- 
ty, and will order it fo, that T ſhall know 
if, or no \ keep your word, I imagining 
nothing would come of it, laid a wager of 
a pound of imperial tea, and promiſed to 
be ready at her call, and to follow her di. 


. Fection. | 


WE were pretty merry for the remain-+ 
der of the afternoon with the thought of 
the deciſion of this wager, which miſs Fanny | 
was fully perſuaded ſhe ſhould win; ſhe ral- 


lied me very ſmartly on the filly figure a 


man of my age, humour, and knowledge 


of the world, would make, on being told 


he lay ſo long with @ young woman no⸗ 
way diſagreeable, without letting her know 
the difference between the ſexes. I was al- 


moſt ſorry I had engaged, fince whatever 
way 1 came off, I was likely to be their 
" jeſt; for if 1 broke my promiſe, in ity 


and irreſolution was to be objected to 
150 rol I r_ wenn, I concluded I 
_ _ ſhould 


I 
ſhould have vollies of wit play'd off againſt 


my vertue of ſelf-denial, if not (have, my /-2 A447 — 


1 de- 


hood called in queſtion. However, 
termined within myſelf to ſtand the 
of the latter, ſince I had given pretty 
proofs of it; and wanted no eſtabliſhed 
character on that but that I ſtood 
much in need of — in my miſtreſs 
ſome notion that it was in my power t& 
withſtand ſome temptations, though not thoſe 
pccaſioned by the ſpot under her thigh. 


LY 


TOWARDS bed-time I was / acquainted 
that my | maid: Nancy had infinuated herfelf 
ſo much into the barr-maid's' good graces, 
_ that they were to be bed. ſellows together 
that night, and that it was reſolved in 
Council that I ſhould enter into a tryal of celi> 
bacy, by ſupplying Nancy's place, which the 
would give me an opportunity ts do by 
going to bed in the dark. I was engaged, 
and muſt obey 3 accordingly ' Nancy and 
gay  undrefs'd in Sally's room, who went 
immediately to bed; Nancy ſtaid ſome time 
behind, and before ſhe pulled off her gownz 

put 
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fairly turned my back-fide- to the barr 


though a very inviting opportunity offered. 


( 22 ) 


put out the candle, then pretending, to ſhut 
the door which ſhe © purpoſely forgot, let 


; me in, and ſtepp'd out herſelf, I being only 
in my | ſhift, and night gown, groped to 


the bed · ſide, got quickly into it, and very 


maid, which I am ſure was the firſt piece 
of rudeneſs. of that kind I ever was guilty 


off to any thing in petticoats: Sally lay 


pretty cloſe to me, flung - her arms over 
me, and the night being cold, mingled her 
leggs with mine, which in ſpite of my 
chaſte reſolution, made my breath go quick, 
and put me in a woeful perturbation: for 
jet us ſay what we will, there is ſomething 
bewitching in the touch of a naked wo- 


man, with whom we have not been familiar, 


and: againſt . whom we have © conceived no 
averſion, eſpecially, when we ſuppoſe them 
diveſted of their natural ſhyneſs to our 
ſex, and uſing you with the freedom due 
to one of their own. I'own, all cheſe con- Z 
ſiderations put together ſet my blood in a 
ferment, and for this once my mind and 
members were at war with one another, 


But 


(23) 

But the ſtruggle was not of long duration; for 
Sally hearing me breath in that diſorderly man- 
ner, asked me kindly, if I was well, if any thing 
ailed me; I replied, as low as I could, to con- 
ceal my voice, that I had got a violent fit 
of the cholick ; on this, with officious care, 
ſhe put her hand ch my b——y, and 
| preſſed it very hard g put mine down to 
conceal a ſecret I had at the bottom of 
it, and as if in pain preſſed her fair hand 
to my n 1, which inſtead. of eaſing 
my perplexity only increaſed my vexation 3 | 
I riggled about and was very uneaſy, as if 
in real pain, which ſhe, poor girl! help'd, 
as ſhe | imagined, to allay as well as ſhe 
could; ſhe offered to get up to light a candle, 
get me ſome drink, or a hot plate to 
my by, which ſhe ſaid ſhe heard was 
good in a cholick; but I would not per- 
mit her upon any account, At laſt, out of 
her - officiouſneſs and tenderneſs for me, ſhe 
Propoſed that I ſhould turn about, and ſhe 
would preſs her warm by to mine. 
I could ſcarce forbear any longer diſcover- 
ing my ſelf; but recollecting, that miſs 
Famy had ſaid, ſhe would order matters 
% | .- ip 


(44) 


ſo as to put it out of my power to deceive 


ber, I judged ſhe might be within hearing 


of me; that thought, damp'd my courage 
a little; for I was not quite ſo impudent as to 
think of making loye to another before her 
face, and fo told the officious Sally, that I 
really was not able to turn. But that ex- 
cuſe did not ſave me; for without any replys 
ſhe ſtradled over me, got down on CYother 
fide and preſs'd her belly to mine. It 
was in vain to diſſemble any longer, the 
gentleman below ſtairg ſtood ſtoutly for his 
prerogative, and inform'd Sally, with what 


ſpecies of the Cholick her bed-fellow was af- - 


flicted, and it was eaſy then to gueſs, what 
kind of ſpecific is 050 againſt that raging 
diſtemper. She ſeem'd ſtartled all at once, 
and I was afraid ſhe would baul out, fo ſtifled 
her with kiſſes; and after a ſhort teſiſfance 
on her part, cancel d my temporary vow of 
celibacy, and without any regard to Miſs Fan- 
m's hearing me or not, beat up the barr- 
ee and for that time, reap'd in 
my ination, as much pleaſure, as 
if 1 enjoy'd a dutcheſs; which I was 
fool enough to tell the baggage, and had the 
| phraſe 


* 


(25) 
phraſe retorted on me when I leaſt expect. 
ed it. I did not then know how the plot 
had been laid, and was only obliged to o- 
bey my directions, viz. to get up when 
the clock ſtruck one, and return to Miſs 
Funm's chamber, which was in the ſame Paſ- 
fage. I told Sally, when 1 heard the clock 
ſtrike one, that I muſt go into my miſtreſſes 
chamber (for I perſonated Nancy, and told 
her a formal ſtory how I kept the ſecret of 
my ſex from my miſtreſs) to give her ſome 
phyſick ſhe was then to take: 'Sally ſeem'd 
to believe me, and told me, ſhe would ger 
up to wake the laundry maids, that being 
waſhing day, and accordingly got on her 
gown, and flipt out of the room, while 1 
was fumbling for my ſlippers. 


I WENT ftrait to Miſs Fanm's appart- 
ment, who lay awake, with a watch-light 
by her; I no ſooner enter*d, than ſhe burſt 
cout a laughing, and cry'd out, come now, 
tell me the truth at once, have you been able 
to withſtand the temptation of a briſk young 
girl of eighteen, in naked bed with you? Was 


D not | 


”—— * — A an 


\ 

not you | terribly put to't to keep your vir- 
tue, or did the wench raviſh you? I. look 

as ſheepiſh as poſſible, and could not of- 
ſudden reſolve within myſelf, whether to tell 
the truth or prevaricate z but at laſt, I judged 
it beſt to make no bones of the matter, and 
own the wager fairly loſt. Well Madam, ſaid 
I, I fee you are reſolv'd to be merry at the 
expence of your humble ſervant, whatever 
way I have behaved myſelf. I own I could 
not leave the girl without letting her know the 
difference between a Man and a Maid, but if 
you knew the ſtruggle, pain, and confuſion - 
I underwent before I broke my faith, you 
would certainly pity me: But you have no 
humanity, otherways you would not have con- 
triv'd theſe plots to plague me. How now 
Mr: F——, replied ſhe, this is worſe than 
I expected of you; I know mon 2 fel- 
lows talk of deeds they never d, and 
Favours they never received; could not 
imagine, you would be ſo mean ſpirited as 
to make me believe you was familiar. with 
the bar-maid, when to my certain knowledge 
you don't at this minute know whether ſhe 
is man or woman: No, no, this will not 
N — . 


| | 
e % 
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Mr. 


N — 


paſs, FE«will not allow you to belie your vir- 
tue ſo much: You modeſtly turn*d- your back 
upon the poor girl, fell faſt aſleep, and, I 
ſuppoſe, dream'd of what you have juſt now 
told me you have been doing; but I had 
an inviſible agent, who watch'd all your mo- 
tions, and gave me a faithful account of 
all your proceedings. Poor gentleman how 
ſhepiſh you look now to be caught T4. 
lie; but hang it, have a good heart, the 
ſtory ſhalt go no further, it ſhall never be 
told at the  Temple-Coffet-Houſe, that te gay 

— zs turt'd monk, and had ſo much 
command of his paſſions, as to lie a full hour 


. by à clean, young, healthy girl, without ſa- 


tisfying her longing. Quite confounded with 
this unexpected turn of raillery, I knew not 


what to reply, only J perſiſted in my for- 
mer aſſertion, and gave a full narrative of the 
tranſaction with Sally; at which ſhe hugh'd 
heartily, and told me that I certainly dream'd, 
and ſhe would lay me double the for- 


mer Wager, that 1 was as free dom any 


correſpondence that night with Sally, a8 
ich my own mother. I was about to re- 


phy when we heard a noiſe in the next 


D 2 room, 


(28) . 


room, which we ſtop'd to liſten too, and 
could diſcover the voicę of a man and wo- 
man at high words; villain, rogue, raſcal, 
bitch and whore, we heard articulately, and 
in a ſecond or two, the woman fhriek*d 
out. Miſs Fanny jump'd out of bed, ſlipt on 
her gown, and we both ran into the room with 
a candle; but how great was my aſtoniſh- 
ment, when I ſaw. Sally the bar-maid, and 
Roger the chamberlain, in bed together, and 
ſcratching one another like a couple of cats , 
I knew the room to -be that wherein my 
maid Nancy lay, and could not apprehend 
how they came there, and much leſs what 
could be the cauſe of their preſent ) diſpute, 1 
Reger, on ſeeing us enter the ropm, was 
cover d with confuſion, and Sally ſeem'd quite : 
confounded ; but at laſt ſhe endea our'd to 
vindicate herſelf by an addreſs to me. Dear 
Madam, faid ſhe, I'm ſure I know not what 
to think of this fellows impudence, or how 
he came to diſturb me; but I ſuſpe& your 
maid Mrs. Nancy is in ſome plot with him 
to ruin me; ſhe perſuaded me to be her 
bedfellow to night; when we were in bed 
u an hour, ſhe got up, and told me, 
ſlie 


(29) 
- ſhe was going into her miſtreſſes bedcham- 
ber, to look after the watch light, leaſt any 
accident might happen. She came back im- 
mediately, as I thought, but I had not lain 
a minute, when I found ſomething very rude 
with me, and immediataly diſcover'd I had 
got a man in her place, I puſh'd him from 
me as much as I was able, and would have 
ſcream'd out, but the wretch ſtifled me 
with his odious kiſſes, calling me, all the 
while, his deareſt Nancy. I preſently knew 
the voice to be the Rogue Roger's there, and 
ſo getting looſe from him, I ſcratch*d and 
ſcolded him tightly, till he pinch'd me fo as 
made me cry out”: Indeed; Madam, I don't 
know what to make of it, but I'm fure 
Mrs, Nancy can explain the matter if * 


* 


DURING this little narrative of Miſe 
Sally, I ſtood like a criminal in the pil- 
lory, perfecty amaz'd, as every circumſtance 
made againſt my relation to Miſs Fanny, 
who continued in one immoderate fit of 
laughter from the beginning to the end, ever; 

no / 


(300 
now and then caſting a malicious grin at 
me, which — my confuſion: I was not 
able to make any reply to Sally, who had 
addreſs'd'; her! diſcourſe to me; but the ill- 
natur'd Miſs Fanny help'd me out, deſired 
Sally to go to her own bed, to keep all 
that had happen'd a Pr rofound ſecret, and 
that next day we ſhoũld all enquire into 
the bottom of the Miſtery; then pulling me 
by the ſleeve, we left the room, and went 
into our own, where we found my preci- 
aus maid Nanq diverting; herſelf prodigiouſly 
with the thought of the miſchief ſhe had 
been the author of. Pray now, ſays Miſs 
Funm, are not you convinced Mr, , 
that all you have been ſaying of Sally to Night, 
and your mighty performance with, her, was | 
all a dream, or was it only, a fiction; come 
no, confeſs the truth, for I have here an 
evidence at hand to convict you; the pur- 
port of whoſe: depoſition miſt be, that! ſhe 
the deponent, lay in the ſame bed with Sally ' 


the bar-maid; from the time you quitted 


this chamber, till ſome minutes before you 
re turnꝰd, and that to this deponent*s certain 
knonlodge, it . impoſſible for you to have 
broke 


* 


(31) 


broke any commandment with faid Sally- the 


bar-maid, who with reſpect to you i is a pure 
and ſpotleſs virgin. 1 


— 


This Sir, is the ſum of her evidence, 


will you confeſs yourſelf guilty of preva- 


rication or not, D—nm me, Madam, re- 
plied I, but you have wit and ill-na- 
ture enough, to puzzle a faint, and G—dq 
knows,, Pm but a poor ſinner : For h——n's 
fake have done with your banter, and let me 


into the bottom of this miſtery, for I'm cer- 


tain I was familiar with ſome body, but whe- 
ther it was Sally, or the Devil, or how it 


was, I know not, but you, or that damn'd 


baggage there, or both, can tell me. I'm 
ſure it was not herſelf, Pm too well acquaint- 
ed with every appartment in that tenement 


to be impoſed upon, or miſtake it for any - 
thing but itſelf, I won't, reply'd Miſs Fanny 
with a ſneer, depend much upon your know- 
ledge, but if you had any body, they were 


certainly new to you, and you receiv*d as much 


delight from the dear, foft, tender embrace, 
as if you had revell'd in the arms of the 


fineſt 
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fineſt dutcheſs in-Eugland: Did not you Mr; 
F—— ? That laſt expreſſion, gave me a 
thread to get out of the labyrinth, and con- 
vinc'd me, I had been buſy all the while 


with none other than the inimitable Fun. 
ny herſelf. 


* YO” 


SHE ſoon obſerv d that I. had got * 


of the cheat, and deſired Nancy to put me 


out of my pain, and convince, me, that I 
had no reaſon to boaſt of my feeling know- 
ledge of an old acquaintance. No more, you 
have Mr. P ſays Nang, for Al Hinge 
ſons to _ remembered the tenement, as 
you: call'd it, you was ſo much delighted 
with to night; for upon my word, Sally the. 


bar-maid was no other than Mise  Famy, 
who wiſcly foreſeeing it would be impoſli-. 


ble for you not to diſcover your cloyen 
foot, and that ſuch a diſcovery. would be of 
dangerous conſequence to us all, made me 
invite Sally to take a ſhare in my bed, and 
ſupply'd her place herſelf: As to what hap- 


| 2 8 there, you know better chan I do, Who 


| can 
92 


(6335 
can only gueſs at it; but J muſt explain the 

| ſcene of Roger and Sally in my appart 

ment: Tou- muſt know, that for theſe few 

days, Roger, whether cloy'd with the bar⸗ 

maid, reduced by the more powerful influ. 

| ence of my charms, or, according to your 
honour's laudable example, moved by the love k 
of variety, ſo prevalent over all your ſex; 0 
has made ſtrong love to your humble ſer- 1 
vant, 1 cannot ſay I had any great ſtomach * it 
| 
; 


4 "ah re 


for meer man, and ſaw nothing tempt- 
ing in his converſation to engage my at- 
tention ; but having little elſe to do, I di- 
verted myſelf with the fool, and gave him ſome 
ſmall encouragement, juſt enough to ſeduce 
him from his allegiance to Sally, and con- 
firm him in his rebellion. He * explain'd 
my courteſy further than I intended, and 
had the impudence torther day to propoſe 
an aſſignation; I was ſhock'd at the mean 
opinion the wretch had conceiv'd of my 
virtue, and was reſolv'd to be reveng'd of 
him, which I put in execution, by making 
| himſelf the inſtrument of expoſng his own 
Infidelity to Sally, to whom be ts faft bound 
by a promiſe of marriage. I ſeem'd to fall 
= _- in 
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in with his propoſal, and this night ap. 
pointed him to come to my chamber a few 
minutes before. I knew you was to return 
from your ſuppeſed Sally, and to give me 
the ſignal before-hand of a whiſtle in the 
yard. I had engaged Sally to lie with me 
that night, as ſhe has told you; and on 
hearing the ſignal, I ,pretended to get up 
to look after the watch-light, and left the door 
open for Roger, who ſtep'd in and ſupply'd my 
place; I had no ſaſpicion but they would haye 
made up their matters, as they are old. acquain- 
tance, without calling in witneſſes, but as the 
thing has happen'd, I have only to tell Salh, 
that what J did was out of friendſhip to her, 
and Roger, that 1 meant to chaſten him for 
his ſaucy love to me, and. to. bring him 
back to a ſence of his duty to- his lawful 
ſovereign. For this I expect to have the eſ- 
teem of them both, at leaſt Tm ſure Sal- 
hh muſt thank me, and Roger give over 
his attempts upon my chaſtity. We both 
laugh'd at. the airs of virtue which Nan- 
cy gave herſelf in the account of her pro- 
ceedings, and protniſed to endeavour to make 
up the breach between her and the lovers 

next 
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bed, there to ſettle the old account. 


. 
— 
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Zu a O 3 my narration ö * 
BP (Ry left off, in my laſt, 1 muſt «ll 
NA you, that next Morning, we got un 
pretty early, and ſent for Sally, 
whom we inform d of Roger's deſign upon my 
maid Nancy, and the manner ſhe took to get 
rid of his importunities z ſhe ſcem'd quite 
pleas d with Nanc/s behaviour, and complain'd 
bitterly of Roger*s infidelity : We ſent for him, 
and argued him into a ſenſe of his ingratitude 
to Sally, and the groſs affront he put upon 
ancy, whoſe cheat we endeavoured to put 
the moſt favourable conſtruction upon, and in 


the end made a thorow reconciliation be. 


; 


tween 


(37) 
tween him and his miſtreſs, leaſt our little 
frolic ſhould have taken air in the fami- 
ly, and reflections have. heen made * it 
to our diſadvantage. | | 


TOWARDS noon, the company at our 
Inn encreas'd, which has afforded us more 
| diverſion than we could have expected; 
for amongſt the gueſts, I pick'd up a 
new lover, and recall'd to my female ban- 
ner a ſlave who had ſworn allegiance to me 
ſome weeks ago. They are both def 
perately in love with me, ſuſpect no- 
me in every reſpect as an arrrant wo: 
man, but their addreſs is as different as 
the poles are diſtant from one an other; 
ſure two ſuch humble ſervants never attack d 
2 Poor damzel before. The one, who is, 
by at leaſt a dozen years, the youngeſt, 
is a young country *ſquire, juſt elop'd from 
the univerſity, and jump'd into a fair 
eſtate in this neighbourhood , by the 
death of an old miſer his father. The 
dub has no more brains than a ſparrow, 


(33) 


and as little wit as a mallet, * yet 
as much ſelf ſufficiency as would ſerve 4 
thouſand 3 the animal's perſon is tolerable» 
but his natural aukwardneſs, loaded with ſome 
apiſh airs, pick'd up at ſecond or third 
hand at the univerſity, renders him the 
moſt contemptible figure you can imagine. 
His converſation is a mixture of the clown, 
the mimick'd rake and the pedant, from 
all which you may gueſs what kind of en- 
tertainment his courtſhip is likely to afford 
me. The other is my firſt- born in love, 
the firſt-fruits of my female charms, and no 
leſs a 7». Rr RR 
lebrated methodiſt preacher, who I told you 
in my firſt, made one of our Ir i 
_e ſtage An hither, | 


t 


\ THIS worthy apoſtle, upon my firſt ta- 


king ſeat in the coach, treated me with a 
wonderful deal of reſpect. As he fat op- 


— 
% 


polite to me, he was obliged now and then - 


to mingle his legs with mine, which I foon 
obſerv'd diſorder'd the oeconomy of his ſpi- 
ritual meditations, which I as if by chance, 


- enereasd, 


f "El 

erxcreas'd, by now and then a ſqueeze” of 
his knees between mine, then would ſtart, 

caſt down my eyes, affect to be confus'd, 
Sc. I would have treated him with a mo- 
deſt bluſh, but my countenance is ſo little 
accuſtom'd to redneſs with any thing but 
Claret, that I deſpair*d of ſucceeding that 
way; however, I did enough to make him 
ſit uneaſy, and in ſhort, to enflame our ſpi- 
ritual paſtor to the higheſt degree oſ car- 
nality. I had another opportunity of gain- 
ing his warm heart, by my taking his part, 

in a conteſt he had with the ſtrolling ac- 
treſs, who made one of our party. That 
lady made us ſoon acquainted with her vo- 
cation, and by repeating ſome ends of plays, 
convinced us how little ſhe was cut out for 
the ſtage. However, ſhe had one neceſſary 
qualification for the drama, viz. a large ſhare 
of impudence, which with the lownels of her 
carriage, made her converſation very unſuit- 
able to the virtuous character my maſque. 
rade habit entitled me to aſſume. On her 

letting fall ſome ſmutty expreſſions, Sir Do- 
mine took her up ſmartly, and made ſome 
ugly reflections upon the looſe, manners of 


( 


- the ftape, and all its retainers. Madam fired, 


and ſtood up for the utility, dignity and an- 
tiquity of her profeſſion, paſs'd from the prai- 
ſes of the ſtage to make a compariſon be. 
twixt it and the pulpit, and made very free - 
with the indelible: characters of the reverend 
Clergy of all perſwaſions; but ſhe was in an 
eſpecial manner ſatyrical upon the failings 

and foibles of thoſe demure looking hypo- 
crites, as ſhe call'd them, the Methodiſts, 
who, ſhe ſaid, preach'd temperance, virtue 
and chaſtity, in publick, but can cheat an 
orphan, get piouſly drunk out of the cha- 


ritable contributions of their infatuated fol- 


towers, and mumble a girl in the dark, with 


as much laſt and lechery, as any rakthell 


about St. Fames's, or Covent garden. 


MADAM's tongue went too faſt to be 
op'd, till the had rung her full change, and 
vented all the ſcandal and calumny ſhe could. 
think af, ſo that the poor preacher, thos 


z | burſting with rage, could not utter a word 


for ſome minutes after ſhe had done. 


DURING 


(641 7 | 


DURING that pauſe, when. we were all 
expecting a an anſwer to this heinous charge 
againſt the children of tlie. tribe of Levi, 
the Quaker girl, whoſe tongue moved faſter; 
Broke filence, and tead us a lecture on the 
wickedneſs and impiety of the age, all which 
fie attributed to the vanity of the ſtage, 
and the ſhameleſs proſtitution of the actors 
and actreſſes; ſhe ſaid the infection had reach'd 
that Claſs of people whom the vaih world diſtin- 
gulſh'd by black - eloaks; caſſocks, lawn 
. ſleeves; and other ſuperſtitious fooleries; ſan- 
ctified with the vain names of clergymen; 
lords; arid 4 Tors; but as the ſtage, ·ſaid ſhe, i 
che root of that poiſon, it does not become that 
woman to object thoſe naughty things; to 
dur brother bete, who to all appearance 
ſeems 4 harmleſs man; but its not the cap 
that makes the Friar z 4 fanctiſl out. ſide 
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YO! 


1 WAS anvilliog > 4th he 
be obliged „ 


pany, for tho* the Quaker differ d with the 
ares in point of her profeſſion, yet they 
both agreed in their contemptible opinion 
of the clergy z therefore, before he had time 
to adjuſt the firſt period of an harangue, - 
which I faw him hammering In. his cortew- 

deavour'd' ta. n a converſation | now. be · 

coming ſerious, into raillery, and ſaid fone 
two or three words, in favour of the phor 
gentlemen in black, which ſuperceeded Sir Do. 
miue's maleing any anſwer himſelf, a ching, 
in the main, he was very incapable of in 
ſuch company; and engaged him more pars 
ticularly in my favour, as he obſerv'd I in. 
clin'd to treat both his perſon and function 
with good manners, and did not reliſh the 
1. of the company making a 8 of either. 


-- DURING the remainder of our Journey, he 
and 1 enjoy d our own converſation pretty 
much 


— — SAEED —— . 2 —Ä—— Bro nns - — ER. IVES 
, | T5 
— Im ha 4 2 * 


much; and when we put up that night at F 
the Ian, which happened to be tolerable car- 1 
f 
| 


ly, as I ſeparated myſelf from the company [/ 
in the ſtage, he very modeſtly deſir d to be 
of . if it was not un if 


| HERE, he profefied the greateſt eftcem 18 
% 


. þ 


THAT: evening his pious affection ka 

Il ' him to attempt making me turn metho- 

diiſt, and to give me a melancholy | 4 

ped of the ſtate of my ſoy), in cnis I C- bl 
; A 


tinued in the way J was then in 3 but as I 
only yawned a pes, or à no, to all his ſanc- * 
tified cant, and now and then was fp wick - ' 
ed, as to turn his arguments into ridicule, 3 
de 'defiſted from the office of an apoſtle, 


and talked a prodigious deal about divine 
love, and ſeraphic friendſhip, which J under- | | 

ſtood to be coming nearer the point he 14 

had in view, than his project of conver- —_ 
4 | . ſion ; | {| 4 


c 
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fon 3 for 1 als eaſily perceive, by the 


warmth of his expreſſions, a certain faul- 
tering in his ſpeech, and the devout ogling 
of his eye, that his chief deſign in my 
converſion was, to have made me. confeſs 


the frailty of the fleſh, and to. yield like 


a true ſinner to its dictates: However, he 
had not the Ne to propoſe it down- 
- right, but took a round-about way 3' firſt, 


to engage me in + a commerce of pure 
friendſhip, which Sir Domine knew was a 


leading ſtep to the carnal endeavours. from 


- whence he propoſed the chief. pleaſure : but 


we made little progreſs this night. I 
feigning to be —_— ta a ger rid _ * im- 
8 "IM * IC o 


'THE next day he took an opportunity 


to recommend this kind of pure love, as pre- 


ferable to all others ; and, at laſt,” told me 
plainly, he found in, himſelf a ſtrong im- 
pulſe to offer me the, facrifice of his chaſte 
affections, in hopes of a reciprocal return 
from me; I made him little reply to this 
uncommon declaration, but that 1 thought 
little 


* 


* 


me a viſit as ſoon as he alighted. 1 choughe | 
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little good @uld come of a friendſhip of 
that kind, between perſons of different ſex- 
es, and debe that 1 loved my eaſe, 


and did not care to enter into engagements 
that might diſturb my repoſe, which I fan- 
cied Love, of every ſpecies, and _owerer 1 re 


8 Was apt to do. 


iE u was . bid to leave us about Wb 


miles diſtant from this village, and as 1 
had acquainted him that I was to remain here 
for ſome days, he told me he would do 


himſelf the honour to wait on me as he 


paſſed that Way, and accordingly arrived 


two days ago at the ſame inn; and made 


he then appeared ſomewhat” fluſtered with 
liquor, talked- with greater freedom of his 


paſſion, and gave ſomewhat a more canal ' 
* to his e chan he had r 


de Wen. 
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| 1 E and my country iſquire, 

arrived the day 1 begged "i 4 
your - of dining with the family, during 
which, each of them endeavoured to 
make their court to me; the one com- 


plimented my perſon with ſcraps. of | 


plays, and in the language of the old po- 
ets; and my Divine praiſed my good ſenſe, 
esc. out of the practice of 
Jingourt upon death; in ort, they both 
made ſuch a medley of converſation as af. 
forded miſs. Fanny. and I abundance + of di- 
verſion; for I had wade her privy to both 
© their addrefies, and we laid our heads to- 


; gether to give them both encouragement, 
- of. make 50 with . 


1} bak ſed to follow. her direck! ions, and 
from her how to bebave in this 
province. She took care that night, 
and the next day, to furniſh each by turns 


with proper opportunities to urge their 


pretenſions. 


iety, and Drei- 


| 
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1 
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MX man of the world ſoon, came to 
the point, and let me underſtand his 
buſineſs was with the fleſh, and that he did 
nn for 9 


bans. 
* 
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M divine was more upon the reſerve 


at firſt, and continued his cant upon plato- 
nic love, to which, by direction of my fe- 
male engineer, I ſeemed to comply, in or- 


der to encourage him to unmask his batte- 


ries, he received the ackhowledgments of my 


pure affections to him, with the moſt en- 


thuſiaſtic raptures; I believed him inclined 


to ſing me a pſalm of old Sternbold's for 


joy of his conqueſt z but he deſired to ſeal 


our contract of mutual A with 2 
(chaſte embrace, which 1 me. ba 


we 


ATE: 72 an 10 n ae 
ON this we parted for the firſt time; 


at our next meeting 1 found him inclinable 


to be more familiar, which when I -chid 


him | 
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him for, as inconſiſtent with his pure pro- 
feſſions, he ſaid, theſe were but innocent 
freedoms, which ſerved for feafoning to the 
more ſubſtantial joys of ſeraphic love; 'arid 
told me, that all freedoms might be allow- 
cd ſuch a friend, ſince they were not de- 
ſigned meerly for their own fake, but to en- 
able the body, which was in a cloſe union 
with the ſoul, to reap as much pleaſure as 
fuch a poor machine was N of; 


10 k 


Ur not to tire you Lick tlie manner of his 
attack in leſs than twenty four hours, be fol- 
licited for the main fayour with as much 
violence | as my profelledly cattial "humble 
oy Or! 2 5 1 2 5 
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*. II wiſh'd, and the higheſt pitch of 
expectation, which I found my ſelf under 
ſome kind of charitable obligation to gra- 


:tify in ſdme meaſure, / and had the impu- 


dence to make an aſſignation with each of 
VO As night. ens! 1 


As 
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As for my divine, I promiſed to yield 
out of pure love; but was a little more 
mercenary. with my *ſquire, for I refuſed 
to yield to him on any other terms 
than a ſolemn promiſe of, marriage, to be 
performed. under the penalty of five thons 
fand . 


| 2 
THE. articles I drew in the ſtrongeſt 
terms poſſible, but ſcrawled them over in a 
woman's hand; had them ſigned; ſealed; 
and delivered, with all the formalities regui - 
ſite in the law. 
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I propoſed to conſummate in Nancy's cham- 
ber with my *ſquire, Who entered in the 


dark, and was as happy for the remainder 


of that night, as his imagination could 
make him; buf for the methodiſt, I ap- 
pointed him to meet me in a little gar- 
den adjoining the houſe, à little after ſup- 
. K THE 
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I exaggerated the danger, and a 
were then at the corner of a2 


THE hour came, and 1 met my ena · 


moured ſwain in a pretty looſe dreſs, and 


took a turn or two round the ground, as 
if to look out for a convenient ſpot for our 
pious purpoſe; but all of a ſudden, I ſpy'd 
Nancy coming towards the garden, which 
put the preacher into a terrible fright, as 
the diſcovery of ſuch an affair could not but be 
highly prejudicial to his apoſtolical reputation. 
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ſary houſe ſet a part for the women, I told 


him 1 had the key, and begged of him to 
ſtep in, till the coaſt was clear and I 
ſhould come to him; he complied without 
heſitation, I locked him in, and immediate- 


ly left the garden. 


A 
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BEFORE I went to bed I ordered 
Roger, who was now in our ſecret, as far 


x as 


— " 
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of lovers. | 
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as regarded the two lovers, to ſteal ſoftly 
with a ladder, and pull a tile or two off 
the neceſſary houſe, and when he had done, 


to pour a pan or two of ſtrong chamber- 
lie through the hole, which ſerved Sir Do- 
mine for a bath, as ſcarce a drop eſcaped 
him: This done, miſs Fanny and I went to 
bed, and diverted our ſelves a good part 


of the night at the N . our brace 
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PRETTY early next morning, miſs Fanny, 


Roger, and Sally entered miſs Naney's apart- ' 


ment, and wiſhed her and her bed-fellow a 
good morrow. The ?*ſ{quire return'd the compli- 
ment; and miſs asked him, if he repented 
his bargain? he ſwore by G d he did 
not, for he never was happier in his life. 
She then wiſhed miſs Nancy joy, who till 
now covered her head with the bed cloaths, 
but peeping out thank'd miſs Fanny, and 


asked how her good miſtreſs did; I im- 


mediately entered the room, and wiſhed the 
couple joy. 


. THE 
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THE *ſquire, now in great confuſion, 
had the good manners to damn me for a 
bitch, asking if I had paum'd my maid 
upon him? It is no matter, reply'd J, 
you acknowledged you ſelf before theſe wit- 
neſſes pleaſed with your bargain 3 for, to 


the lady you have in bed, you are under 


articles, and not to me (for you muſt 
know the name I go by is Nancy's Real Name.) ; 
ſhe is of as good a family as any in this 
country,” and if you play your cards as you 
ought, you may recover in her right, a 
better eſtate than your own, which her re- 
| lations keep! from her, as ſhe has no friend 


to ſtand by her, but now, as ſhe has got 


either a husband, or five thouſand .pounds, 


ſhe has a good n of getting her own 


again. 


THE intelligence of the eſtate calm'd our 
2{quire a little, and, in a few hours, we 
brought him to think of matrimony- in 


good 
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good earneſt, and I am juſt now ſetting 
cut for London with him and his contracted 
ſpouſe, to bind them together canonically; 
but I muſt tell you, that I was ſo mali- : 
cious as to carry all our company to the 
neceſſary houſe, to be prefent at the: releaſe 
of my ſeraphick lover, who ſtunk moſt 
abominably, and was almoſt dead with cold. 


HE was not able to ſtand the laugh 
raiſed at his firſt appearance, and ran as 
faſt as he could to his appartment, ſhifred 

his clothes, and left the inn and village with 
the utmoſt precipitation, without vouch- 
fafing ſo much as his benediction to many 
of his followers, who had crgwded to town in 
order to be edified with a ſermon he that 
day intended to preach, in a field, within 
ſight of that very neceſſary houſe which 
had brought him ſo much . 


I ſhall ſee you when I come to town, 
when I can be more particular in the ac- 


count 


le Servant, 


| 


ich afforded me 'a 
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Dear Jack, 


Jam, 


4 
1 


good deal of diverſion. 


count of a 
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